
Travis County Commissioners Court Agenda Request 


Meeting Date: October 28, 2014 
Prepared By: Stacey Scheffel, Permits Program Manager Phone #: (512) 854­
7565 
Division Director/Manager: Aia. Bowlin, Division Director of Development 
Services Long Range Planning \ 

Department Head: Steven a ilia, P.E., County Executive-TNR 
Sponsoring Court Me ommissioner Daugherty, Precinct Three 

AGENDA LANGUAGE: Consider and take appropriate action on a request for a 

variance to county on-site sewage facility (OSSF) regulations to allow two dwellings 

to be placed on less than two acres of land at 545 Canyon Rim Drive in Precinct 

Three. 


BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 

The owners of the property at 545 Canyon Rim Drive wish to install two homes on 

the 1.0345 acre property for single-family use. In order to do so, there must be one 

acre per dwelling to meet the subdivision requirements of Travis County Code 

Chapter 48. The proposed OSSF would otherwise meet all other aspects of the 

current standards. 


STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

TNR recommends that the variance be granted. 


ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES: 

In June 2000, the Travis County Commissioners Court adopted rules for OSSF; also 

referred to as septic systems. The rules included minimum lot size requirements of 

one acre per dwelling use in most areas of the county. The intent of the rule was to 

protect the public health and the environment. Due to the predominance of poor soil 

conditions, steep slopes, groundwater, and the demand for larger homes, more area 

is required to install or replace an OSSF. In addition, the reduced density of OSSF 

was intended to protect the Trinity and other environmentally sensitive aquifers. In 

the next updated rule, staff will be recommending that the Court allow a maximum of 

600 gallons per day per acre of effluent to be disposed of. The proposal for this site 

is a total of 580 gallons per day per acre. 


FISCAL IMPACT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

None 
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\ 

ATT ACHMENTS/EXHIBITS: 
Location Map 
Site Plan 
Variance Request 

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS: 

Cynthia McDonald Financial Manager TNR (512) 854-4239 
Steven M. Manilla County Executive TNR (512) 854-9429 
Anna Bowlin Division Director of TNR (512) 854-7561 

Development Services 
Long Range Planning 

cc: 
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SCALE: 1" : 30' PAGE # 2 

.61 GPH @ 24" 

Q= 600/ .1 = 

6000 SF MIN 


6000/2 = 

3000 LF MIN 
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AFFIDA'(IT OF PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP 

I, Sarah Jarr~ll, 40 make tHis state~eni in all honesty and sincerity 
in regards to ithe two homes locate~ at 545 Canyon RHn Drive. 

A vari~ce islreq\lest~d ftom Table XII of Travis County Code 
Chapter *8 in order to allo'f two homes! to be placed on lets than 
two (21: acres lof land that' is I serVed 1?y apublis water sourGe. The 
subject propcrrty ~s 1;034 ayres land ~e~ts the sizipg .rhquiremr:n~s 

1

30 TAC Cha~ter 2, 85., Bo~ homes ~ll dnly pe" occtIPled by fan:uly 
members rel~ted'by the thi~d d¢gret of pon$artguihity. We'will 
indemnifr and release Trflv~s County ofany' liGibility that may re~ult 
from the lissuance of this i variance. ' 

I ; I 

Date 
I 

State Qf l'exas 

County of Ha.rVt~ 
Before me, o~ this d1y perspn~ly appe$"ed i iSIif{.tVt ~fAK~dI 
known t9 me to be t:qe person whose n~e ~s sub~cribed to the 
foregoing instrument and aCkn6wle~geq. to me that hel executed the 
same fpr the pU1l>0ses and bonsidetation therein expressed. 

Given "\.lnder mJ ~an~ anp ~ea1 of office this ~., day of 
DVI1"" ' ,~I . I 
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'*'·"'·1;\I~tff"~'i,.~~~i~~~~~ 
.~\~l' ,RACHEL DELAFUENTE~r~ 

.': ;"ri Notarv Public. State of Texas 
,·~il.... ~~i Mv Commission Expir&s 
.~ ..:;t~!,~~if\' October 03. 20161 
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My COfnmiss~on Expires 
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