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Travis County Commissioners Court Agenda Request

Meeting Date: September 16, 2014

Prepared By: Linda Laack Phone #: (512) 219-6190

Division Director/Manager: Jon White
&w—& ( o

Department Head: Steven M. Maniila, P.E., County Executive-TNR

Sponsoring Court Member: Commissioner Daugherty, Precinct Three

AGENDA LANGUAGE: Consider and take appropriate action regarding a
Temporary Workspace Agreement which would allow the Lower Colorado River
Authority (LCRA) to conduct transmission line upgrade activities on the Lucas tract
of the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve in Precinct Three.

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST:
LCRA is upgrading the current 69 kV Marshall Ford to McNeil (T-160) transmission

line to a 138 kV transmission line. These upgrades include replacing the existing
wooden H type poles with larger steel poles and adding larger capacity transmission
lines to the poles. Portions of the T-160 transmission line run through the
infrastructure corridor on the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP). LCRA
submitted an infrastructure application for the T-160 upgrade project and has
received a project approval letter from the Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan
Coordinating Committee Secretary.

Where turns occur on the T-160 transmission line, LCRA requires a workspace at
both ends of the turn to stage equipment in order to pull the lines tight. One such
turn is located on the Lucas tract of the BCP, which is owned by Travis County.
LCRA submitted a Temporary Workspace Agreement to Travis County which, if
approved, will allow LCRA temporary use of a 0.33 acre and a 0.30 acre area at
each end of the turn for the purpose of staging equipment to conduct the line pulling
activities. These two areas are located within the BCP infrastructure corridor but are
located outside of LCRA's transmission line easement. The Temporary Workspace
Agreement would end as soon as the pulling activities are completed. LCRA would
compensate Travis County $2,500 for the temporary use of 0.63 acres.

An agreement such as this that allows use of preserve land for a non-preserve
purpose typically requires a public hearing under Chapter 26, Parks & Wildlife Code.
In this case, however, a hearing is not required because the affected area is in a
BCP infrastructure corridor that was established before the county acquired the land.



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Travis County Natural Resources staff support signing the Temporary Workspace
Agreement with LCRA.

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES:
None

FISCAL IMPACT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:
Travis County would receive a compensation of $2,500 from LCRA for temporary
use of the workspace. '

ATTACHMENTS/EXHIBITS:
Temporary Workspace Agreement
Plat map of Workspace

T-160 BCCP Approval Letter

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS:

Cynthia McDonald Financial Manager TNR (5612) 854-4239
Steven M. Manilla County Executive TNR (5612) 854-9429
Jon White NREQ Division TNR (512) 854-7212
Director
Tom Nuckols County Attorney County Attorney's (512) 854-9262
Office
CC:

0801 - NREQ -




TEMPORARY WORKSPACE AGREEMENT

Effective Date: September 16, 2014

Landowner (whether one or more): Travis County

LCRA TSC: LCRA Transmission Services Corporation, a Texas non-profit corporation

Workspace Area: Two tracts of land containing approximately 0.30 acre and 0.33 acre, respectively

Project:

for a total of approximately 0.63 acres, being depicted on the sketch attached
hereto as Exhibit "A," which is incorporated herein for all purposes.

An electric transmission line known as the T-160 Marshall Ford Substation to
McNeil.

Grant of Workspace Area. Subject to the terms and conditions of this Temporary Workspace
Agreement, Landowner grants LCRA TSC an irrevocable right during the Term specified in
Section 2 below to enter upon and use the Workspace Area solely for the Permitted Uses
specified in Section 3 below. Landowner and LCRA TSC acknowledge that the rights created
hereby shall rise no higher than that of a license and, without limiting the generality of the
foregoing, shall not constitute an easement or other estate in the Workspace Area, or any portion
thereof, and LCRA TSC shall not at any time claim any interest or estate of any kind or extent
whatsoever on or in the Workspace Area, or any portion thereof, by virtue of this Temporary
Workspace Agreement or the use or occupancy of the Workspace Area pursuant to this
Temporary Workspace Agreement, other than those rights that are expressly set forth in writing
between the parties in this Temporary Workspace Agreement.

Term of Temporary Workspace Agreement and Termination Rights. The term of this Temporary
Workspace Agreement (the "Term") shall commence on the Effective Date and expire upon the
earlier to occur of (i) completion of the construction of the Project or (ii) February 28, 2015. This
Temporary Workspace Agreement is not revocable during the Term.

Permitted Uses. LCRA TSC may use the Workspace Area for the purpose of constructing and
installing the Project, which includes, but is not limited to, providing access, providing a
construction staging and line pulling area, and storing materials for the Project. In addition to
these purposes, at LCRA TSC’s sole discretion, LCRA TSC may also construct, maintain and use
a road suitable for access by construction vehicles, on and across the Workspace Area to provide
vehicular access to and from the Project whether the Project is located on Landowner’s property
or adjoining or nearby lands owned by a third party, but in no event shall LCRA TSC have the
right to construct any part of the Project on the Workspace Area. LCRA TSC shall have the right
of ingress and egress at all times upon and across the Workspace Area. LCRA TSC must strictly
adhere to the LCRA Oak Wilt Prevention Policy when clearing or pruning any oak trees.

Improvements and Fixtures Title. All improvements and fixtures which are currently upon or part
of the Workspace Area are part of the Workspace Area and as such are owned by Landowner.

Restoration. Prior to the expiration of the Temporary Workspace Agreement, LCRA TSC shall,
to the extent practical, restore the Workspace Area to its condition as of the Effective Date, and
remove all of LCRA TSC’s surplus materials from the Workspace Area. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, LCRA TSC understands and agrees that the trees and brush cleared from the
Workspace Area will not be replaced; provided, however, that LCRA TSC will limit such
clearing to that which is reasonably necessary. LCRA TSC shall in no way be required to
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maintain any road, in, upon or across the Workspace Area after termination of this Temporary
Workspace Agreement.

6. Counterparts. This instrument may be executed in duplicate originals, and each counterpart shall
be deemed an original and all such counterparts together shall constitute one and the same
instrument.

78 Compensation. LCRA TSC will compensate Travis County $2500.00 for the temporary use of
the Workspace Area. Payment by check to Travis County is due within 30 days of execution of
this agreement and shall be sent to:

Travis County

Attention: Jon A. White, Director

Natural Resources and Environmental Quality Division

Travis County Transportation and Natural Resources Department
700 Lavaca St., Suite 500

PO Box 1748

Austin, TX 78767-1748

Landowner:
Travis County

By:

Name:

Title:

Upon Execution Please Return To:

LCRA

3505 Montopolis Dr.
SC D140

Austin, Texas 78744
Attention: Joe Jimenez

T-160 Marshall Ford to McNeil
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July 30, 2014

Jennifer Leeper

Sr. Environmental Coordinator
Lower Colorado River Authority
P.O. Box 220, D204

Austin, Texas 78767-0220

Re: Marshall Ford to McNeil (T-160) Transmission Line Upgrade — Phase 2

Dear Ms. Leeper:

Thank you for your application on behalf of the Lower Colorado River Authority
(LCRA) regarding Phase 2 of the Marshall Ford to McNeil (T-160) Transmission
Line Upgrade. The site location provided on the BCCP application is as follows: the
electric transmission line starts at the Marshall Ford substation located at 13808 Low
Water Crossing Road, Austin, TX 78732 to the McNeil substation located at 11900
Knollpark Dr., Austin, TX 78758.

This project site lies both outside and inside of the preserve acquisition boundary for
the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve. Based upon a review of the project plans
submitted with the application, this project is eligible to participate in the regional
Balcones Canyonlands Section 10 (a) permit. Take occurring outside of the preserve
acquisition boundary is being mitigated through the standard BCCP mitigation
process. Take occurring inside the preserve acquisition boundary is being mitigated
by virtue of the fact that it is occurring inside an approved infrastructure corridor, that
LCRA is considered a Service Provider as provided by the BCCP Infrastructure
Management Plan, and because this facility was not previously mitigated because it
was constructed prior to the authorization of BCCP. Participation under the BCCP
permit will cover incidental take of endangered species habitat, particularly golden-
cheeked warbler habitat and karst species habitat that the project might impact.

This application and determination covers Phase 2 of the proposed project which
includes minimal clearing/trimming of access roads, clearing required for the pulling
easements, pad site work, road repairs, gate work not identified during Phase 1, and
the actual construction of the new 138-kV transmission line, and demolition of the
existing 69-kV transmission line.

As stated in the application, there are several habitat zones that overlap within the
project area. Based on BCCP Habitat Zone Maps, spatial data provided by LCRA,
and the calculations provided with the application, the project mitigation totals by
zone are:



1.31 acres of GCWA Zone 1 habitat outside of the preserve

1.43 acres of GCWA Zone 1 habitat inside of the preserve. When mitigated at
a 5:1 ratio, the total mitigation is 7.15 acres.

0.003 acres of GCWA Zone 2 habitat outside of the preserve

0.008 acres of Karst Zone (not already covered by GCWA Zone 1) outside of
the preserve

The total acreage of the disturbed areas is 2.06 acres but the total disturbed mitigation
area is 8.47 acres because no mitigation is required for GCWA Zone 3, and portions
of the project are mitigated at a 5:1 ratio because they are within the preserve. At
LCRA’s request, an additional 2 acres will be added to the total mitigation amount, to
allow for incidental trimming and clearing.

Because this is an LCRA infrastructure project, mitigation needs are provided from
the mitigation bank balance maintained by the Lower Colorado River Authority. All
mitigation acreages are rounded up to the next 0.1 acre increment under calculation
procedures approved by the Balcones Canyonlands Coordinating Committee. Thus, a
deduction of 10.5 acres of habitat mitigation will be made to the LCRA balance for
the proposed project. At the end of the project, we will evaluate the total disturbance
and make adjustments to the final mitigation amount deducted from LCRA’s
mitigation bank.

The Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan and Permit does not address, cover
“take,” or mitigate impacts to any salamander species. Three federally listed species
are known to occur in Travis County: Barton Spring, Austin Blind and Jollyville
Plateau salamanders. The last two of these were listed September 19, 2013.
Participation in the BCCP through our application and permit processes will not
address a project’s Endangered Species Act compliance for salamander species. If
your development project potentially alters surface or aquifer water quality, water
quantity, flow or other hydrologic regimes, including fill or sediment introduction in
certain contributing watersheds and recharge zones, you are advised to contact the
USFWS Austin Ecological Services Office* before proceeding with the project.
Generally, these are areas in proximity and upgradient from Barton Springs and areas
in Northwestern Travis County west of Loop 1.

*USFWS Austin Ecological Services Office

Tanya Sommer, Consultations Branch Chief

512-490-0057 ext. 222 or email Tanya Sommer@fws. gov

There is also the potential to spread Oak Wilt with the clearing or pruning of Live
Oaks and Red Oaks. Therefore it will be necessary to strictly adhere to the LCRA’s
Oak Wilt Prevention Policy. Please ensure all personnel on site adhere to this policy.

This letter also serves as Construction Approval for Marshall Ford to McNeil (T-160)
Transmission Line Upgrade — Phase 2 as required in the New Construction guidance
in the BCCP Infrastructure Management Plan. This construction approval is specific
to construction activities in approved infrastructure corridors within the preserve
acquisition boundaries. Construction approval is granted with the following
conditions:



. Construction shall be accomplished in accordance to all plans and
specifications submitted by LCRA and received by the Coordinating
Committee Secretary on July 8, 2014. Any changes or deviations from those
plans and specifications must be submitted to the Coordinating Comrmttee
Secretary for approval prior to implementation.

. LCRA must monitor and document any additional clearing not included in the
infrastructure application for this project. This is required to document any
use of the additions 2.0 acres of mitigation requested by the applicant.

As agreed on7/24/14 the following structures will be installed in a manner
that includes backfill with lean concrete to prevent the migration of any
potential contaminants from the pole coating into karst zones:

Old New
e 3/10 29
o 4/1 30
e 4/3 33
e 5/4-5/1 43-46
* 6/9 53

. If at any point within a BCCP approved corridor a cave, karst feature, or void
is encountered all work will stop within 500 feet of the accidental disturbance.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and the Coordinating Committee
Secretary (Secretary) shall be immediately notified. This notification will
document whether the cave, karst feature, or void has been previously
evaluated during Phase 1 of the project. The void shall be investigated using
the most current procedures designated by the Service. Results of the
investigations will be reported to the Service and the Secretary. Work shall
not resume until authorized is received by the Service and by the Secretary.

. LCRA is responsible for coordinating with property owners within the
preserve area regarding access and access restrictions during the course of the
project.

If you have any further questions regarding this assessment or encounter any
problems, please feel free to call me at (512) 972-1661.

Sincatre

.

William Conrad
Division Manager
Wildland Conservation

cc: File #: 14-005
Wendy Connally, Travis County
Adam Zerrenner, Field Supervisor, USFS
Tanya Sommer, Consultations Branch Chief, USFWS
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