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Jerijean Houchins, M.Ed., L.P.C. 
 

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS 
 

EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN ADMINISTRATION, LEADERSHIP, CRIMINAL JUSTICE,  

REENTRY/REINTEGRATION, SUBSTANCE ABUSE, LAW, HUMAN SERVICES, GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS, 

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH/INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES,  PUBLIC RELATIONS,  

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, CRISIS INTERVENTION, EMERGENCY/DISASTER RESPONSE, 

TRAINING/EDUCATION, COUNSELING, AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
 

Governor appointee— 

 Texas Planning Council for Developmental Disabilities: 1989 to 2003 

                  Vice Chair, Planning & Evaluation Chair, Executive Committee, Advocacy  

Committee and National Delegate to both NADDC and CDDC 
 

Elected officer of national organizations-- 

           Consortium of Developmental Disabilities Councils (1994 - Present) 

  Public Relations Team Facilitator and Technical Assistance Team 

 Nat'l. Assn. of Developmental Disabilities Councils (1989 - 1994) 

  Secretary, Executive Committee, Board of Directors, Committee on   

  Children & Families, Public Policy Committee and Multicultural  
 

National Appointments & boards— 

 U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Victims of Crime (1998-1999) 

  Victims 2000 Advisory Board 

 Admin. for Children & Families (1996-1998) 

  National Advisory Group for Justice 

 Admin. on Developmental Disabilities  (1995)  

  Justice for All Task Force 

 U.S. Dept. of  Health & Human Services (1992-1993) 

  Quality Assurance Task Force, Volunteerism & Leadership Chair 
 

Local affilications (current)— 

 Travis State Jail Advisory Committee – Vice Chair 

 Travis County Community Justice Council 

 City of Austin Housing Roundtable 

 ECHO Member:  Planning and Evaluation, Prevention, and Reentry Committees 

 Basic Needs Coalition:  Housing Stability Subcommittee 

 Texas Housing and Community Affairs Advisory Council 

  

 PRIMARY WORK SUMMARY 
 

AUSTIN/TRAVIS COUNTY REENTRY ROUNDTABLE (RRT):   CONSULTANT (2007) 

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR (2008 to present)  

 

 Provide direction and oversight for committees, staff, collaborative initiatives, etc.; 

 Provide expertise regarding the diverse needs of private and public entities as they pertain 

to planning, funding, program development/implementation/evaluation/expansion of 
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services for populations related to reentry and reintegration; i.e., behavioral 

health/substance abuse/co-occurring disorders, support systems, policy reform, evidence 

based practices, mentoring, housing and employment  

 Support Planning Council and Committee members in evidence based practices initiative  

 Represent A/TCRRT on local, state and national boards, committees, councils, & 

commissions  

 Promote multidisciplinary and interracial partnerships and collaborations to enhance 

local/state/national public relations 

 Facilitate on-going revisions of Council and Committee strategic, action and work plans 

in priority areas 
 

SAN ANTONIO URBAN MINISTRIES:  CONSULTANT TO THE BOARD (2007-2008) 

 Corporate Responsibilities:  System analysis, needs assessment, strategic planning, 

technical assistance, capacity building, public relations and multidisciplinary 

collaboration in serving homeless populations with chronic mental illness and co-

occurring disorders 

 Project/Program activities:  Formula and discretionary grant development and review, 

planning, budgeting, project/program design, implementation, monitoring, evaluation and 

analysis of projects, programs and events that end homelessness, prevent relapse, 

promote independence and self sufficiency for persons with mental illness, substance 

abuse, and co-occurring disorders.  
 

BACK TO LIFE:  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  (1996 to 2007) 

 Corporate responsibilities:  Strategic planning, fiscal oversight, personnel supervision, 

public relations and multidiscipline collaboration, develop/monitored/managed budgets 

for corporation and its individual projects;   

 Consultant expertise:  System analysis, needs assessment, technical assistance, capacity 

building, education/training with expertise in behavioral health, intellectual 

developmental disabilities, substance abuse, adult and juvenile prevention, law 

enforcement, victim services, adjudication, probation, incarceration, parole, and 

recidivism  

 Project/Program activities:  Formula and discretionary grant development and review, 

planning, budgeting, project/program design, implementation, monitoring, evaluation and 

analysis of criminal justice and human service projects, programs and events 

 Research and evaluation:  Conducted national research projects on evidence based 

practices for the U.S. Administration for Family & Children and the U.S. Dept. of  Justice  

 Public speaking/Advocacy/Training:  Keynote speaker/presenter/trainer/facilitator at 

state, national, and international seminars and conferences; Provided testimony for U.S. 

Congress and Texas Legislature    
 

NATIONAL AFFILIATIONS:   

 ADMINISTRATION ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES    

Contractual (On-going):  Technical Assistance Specialist, Consultant, Trainer, 

Evaluator, Grant Reviewer and National Conference Presenter providing expertise on  

a variety of issues pertaining to accessing public & private funding streams, best 

practice models for transitioning and full community inclusion as well as criminal 

justice issues to public and private entities as they relate to persons with intellectual 

developmental disabilities and the Americans with Disabilities Act  
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Justice Now!  Of the People, By the People, For the People (1995-1998): Developer 

and Principal Investigator of a1995-96 Project of National Significance designed to 

prevent discriminatory treatment of adults and youth with intellectual developmental 

disabilities involved as victims, witnesses and/or suspects in the criminal justice 

system 

The National Advisory Group for Justice (1996-1998):  Consultant for national 

project designed to promote collaborative efforts between criminal justice and 

disability entities  
 

 DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS 

        Regional Awareness:  Developer and national speaker providing awareness   

       presentations on the mandates of ADA and resources for compliance (32 states) 

            TopDown ADA:  Developer and Project Director of federal model to provide state  

       and federal grantees with the succor necessary to reduce violations of ADA and grant   

       assurances 

               Assistance Across America:  Project Coordinator over personnel to provide          

       criminal/juvenile justice professionals, victim service providers, homeland security     

       personnel, educators, disability advocates/stakeholders with the training and technical 

       assistance to recognize and accommodate persons with disabilities. 

           Reviewer of Grant Solicitations:  Conducts peer reviews for various divisions of the  

           Department of Justice Programs in both spring and fall cycles. 
  

 BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE  

Contractual:  Technical Assistance Specialist, Consultant, Trainer, Evaluator and 

National Presenter providing expertise on criminal/juvenile justice issues and 

behavioral health/substance abuse disorders to public and private entities regarding 

statutory and constitutional law, policy and procedures, programs and planning  

Collaborating for Children:  Co-developer and consultant responsible for capacity 

building, planning, troubleshooting, monitoring and the evaluation of this project 

which establishes community-based partnerships and coalitions that pool criminal 

justice, educational, city/county and family resources to implement strategies that 

control and prevent juvenile crime, violence and victimization. 
 

 OFFICE OF VICTIMS OF CRIME   

Contractual:  Technical Assistance Specialist, Consultant, Trainer, Evaluator, Grant 

Reviewer and National Conference Presenter providing expertise to victim assistance 

programs and assisting federal, tribal, state and local agencies in addressing victim 

related administrative and programmatic issues  
 

 NATIONAL CENTER FOR STATE COURTS  

Contractual:  Technical Assistance Specialist, Consultant, and Presenter providing 

expertise in grant management, adjudication process, and ADA accommodations 
 

 NATIONAL SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION 

         First Response to Victims of Crime Who Have A Disability:  Consultant 

       First Response to Victims of Crime:  Consultant 
 

STATE ASSOCIATIONS: 
 TRAINING ACROSS TEXAS (TATX)   
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Project Coordinator for grassroots Technical Assistance and Training Seminars 

sponsored by criminal justice entities and Councils of Government representing 41 

counties across the State which provided comprehensive training, networking 

opportunities and strategic planning for criminal justice and disability stakeholders to 

establish local Mental Health Peace Officer Programs and/or ensure ADA compliance 

in accordance with the Texas Commission on Jail Standards mandates 

 CALIFORNIA COMMISSION ON POLICE OFFICERS STANDARDS & TRAINING  

Technical assistant for academy and in-service curriculum development, curriculum 

revisions, scenario design as well as state conference and seminar presenter  

 THE INSTITUTE FOR CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS 

Consultant and planning advisor for curriculum revisions, technical assistant 

specialist for infusion of diversity issues into existing curriculums, California Hate 

Crime Curriculum Design Team member, scenario writer as well as keynote speaker, 

presenter and workshop trainer for statewide conferences and seminars 

 VERMONT OFFENDER GENERAL’S OFFICE  

Consultant providing technical assistance and training in this multidiscipline 

approach which forms new partnerships with educators and members of the human 

service industry as well as improve  collaboration with existing criminal justice 

partners; i.e., the courts, corrections, law enforcement, probation and parole              

 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE & TRAINING SEMINARS  

Alaska, Colorado, Louisiana, Maine, North Carolina, Nevada, St. Thomas & St. 

Croix, VI 

Seminar Coordinator/Lead Educator providing comprehensive technical assistance 

and training opportunities to states and territories in their endeavor to address civil 

and criminal justice issues as they relate to persons with disabilities 

 TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH & MENTAL RETARDATION   

Consultant and Trainer/Educator (On-going); Quality Assurance & Improvement 

Interviewer aka QAIS - Training based on the Accreditation Council Outcome Based 

Performance Measures (1997-1999); Program Chairperson for the 1998 Farabee 

Statewide Conferences; Co-developer and consultant of statewide implementation 

plan on criminal justice (1996); Contractor of vocational training for clients with 

mental impairments (1994-1995) 

 INLAND REGIONAL CENTER OF CALIFORNIA 

Seminar Coordinator for the “Safe & Sound” criminal justice conferences  

 CALIFORNIA STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

Technical Assistant and Conference Presenter on activities that assists in planning, 

developing and monitoring services and supports for people with developmental 

disabilities as they relate to the criminal justice system  

 CHILDREN’S TRUST FUND OF TEXAS  (1995-1998)  

Regional Coordinator of Family PRIDE Councils which are community based 

programs focusing on capacity building/collaboration to reduce child abuse/.neglect 

 CALIFORNIA YOUTH AND CORRECTIONAL AGENCY  

Consultant providing systems analysis, needs assessment, comprehensive technical 

assistance and training, seminar presentations and workshops 

 TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE (1990-1995)  

Psychologist; Treatment Team Coordinator; Step Level Team Coordinator; 

responsible for triage, crisis management, individual psychoanalysis, group therapy, 

assessment/evaluation and transitioning of inmates with mental illness, mental 
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retardation, substance abuse and/or dual diagnosis disorders at intake, acute and 

chronic care levels 

 TEXAS REHABILITATION COMMISSION (1994-1995) 

Consultant and vendor for criminal justice and disability issues.  Vendor for 

Employment Preparation and Job Related Training; i.e. vocational services for people 

with disabilities 
 

MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES 
 ADJUDICATION ACTIVITIES  

Consultant, expert witness for both prosecutors and defense attorneys; assist in court 

preparation, jury selection, trial observation; serve as interpreter for the court and 

special needs interpreter; magistrate assistance; trainer of adjudication personnel; 

specialized consultant on Title II of ADA 

 A.D.A. COMPLIANCE CONTRACTS  

Inspector, evaluator and consultant for public entities on Title II of the Americans 

with Disabilities Act focusing on architectural, policy/procedure and communication 

compliance in all programs, services and activities.    

 FAMILY/CHILD ACTIVITIES   

Collaborated with Dept. of Health on child health and safety initiatives, participated 

in Governor's Conferences on Prevention and assisted in the statewide planning and 

implementation of Annual Prevention of Abuse and Neglect Month 

 BOARD/COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP  

Local and state positions in addition to the national positions listed above 

 PUBLICATIONS   

Criminal Justice/Disability articles, training curricula, monographs and legislative 

drafts 

 GRANT PEER REVIEWER   

U.S. Department of Justice, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, 

Administration on Families and Children, Office of Victims of Crime 

 PARALEGAL ASSISTANT, COURT REPORTER AND OFFICE MANAGER   

       Thirteen years in criminal, civil and appellate law as a legal secretary, paralegal 

            assistant and court reporter responsible for client interviews, case law research, 

            courtroom observation and staff supervision. Specific office skills include typing (110 

       wpm), accounting and computer literate in most programs. 
 

 

EDUCATION 
 

Stephen F. Austin State University -  Masters.: Counseling/Rehabilitation 

Graduated Summa Cum Laude  

University of Texas at Tyler - Bachelors.: Psychology & Criminal Justice 

Graduated Summa Cum Laude  

Licensed Professional Counselor, State of Texas  
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Jeri Houchins 

12101 Dessau Rd., #2003 

Austin, Tx  78754 
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(512) 873-4959 

jerijeanw@gmail.com 
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