
 
 
Meeting Date:  July 22, 2014 
Prepared By/Phone Number:   Christy Moffett  512-854-3460 
Elected/Appointed Official/Dept. Head:  
Sherri E. Fleming, County Executive of Travis County  
Health and Human Services & Veterans Service  
 

COMMISSIONERS COURT SPONSOR:  Judge Samuel T. Biscoe 
 
AGENDA LANGUAGE: 
Consider and take appropriate action on the following items related to the 
2015-2017 urban county renewal process for the Community Development 
Block Grant available through HUD: 
A.   Update on interested municipalities joining the Urban County;   
B.  Request to move forward with executing the amendment to the 
cooperation agreement with Village of Webberville; and 
C. Authorize submission to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, San Antonio Field Office, Region VI. 
 

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST AND ATTACHMENTS: 
Under the provisions of Title 1 of the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974 (42 USC 5301), the Federal government 
sponsors a program that provides annual grants to cities and counties to 
develop viable urban communities by providing decent housing and a 
suitable living environment, and by expanding economic opportunities for 
low and moderate - income persons.  Travis County became an urban 
entitlement community in 2006.  
 
Every three years, HUD requires counties receiving CDBG funds to renew 
their entitlement status as urban counties and to consider whether to 
include previously non-participating communities in their CDBG program. 
For 2012-2014 renewal period, the Village of Webberville participated in the 
Urban County.   

 
To maintain its eligibility to receive CDBG funds from HUD, Travis County 
must renew its qualification for the upcoming 2015-2017 period.  On May 
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16, 2014, the Department sent a letter, additional information and the 
Cooperation Agreement to the 17 non –entitlement and non-participating 
incorporated areas of the County.  Staff followed up via email or phone call 
on July 11th to determine if any agreements would be forthcoming.  
Interested municipalities must have executed a cooperation agreement by 
July 15, 2014. 
 
On May 30, 2014, a letter to the Village of Webberville was sent along with 
a required amendment to the current Cooperation Agreement to include 
updates to fair housing and civil rights language and a new clause about 
funding.  The Village of Webberville wants to continue participation in the 
program and is working on executing amendment before July 22, 2014.  
See Attachment “A” for a copy of the agreement.   
 
Travis County must submit information to HUD regarding the urban county 
renewal including any correspondence with municipalities inviting 
participation, a legal opinion about the County’s authority to implement 
CDBG funds and any changes to the urban county make up no later than 
May 25, 2014.  Please see Attachment “B” for the submission to HUD for 
the urban county renewal package. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:  
A. Village of Webberville wants to remain in the urban county.  No other 

jurisdictions are interested at this time. 
 

B. Staff recommends approval of the Village of Webberville’s signed 
amendment to the cooperation agreement.   

 
C. Staff recommends approval of the letter and submission of the required 

documentation for the urban county renewal process.   
 

 

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES: 
Continuing the partnership with the Village of Webberville in the urban 
county allows more flexibility with projects and builds on inter-governmental 
relationships, infrastructure and housing planning.  Eligible residents of 
participating municipalities can participate in the CDBG funded home repair 
project, expanded social work services, and the expanded fair housing and 
tenant’s rights counseling.  
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FISCAL IMPACT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
No impacts to the general fund.  The addition of the Village of Webberville 
will have little to no impact on the annual CDBG allocation due to the small 
increase in population. 
   
REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS: 
Legal. 
 

cc: 
Leroy Nellis, PBO     Jessica Rio, PBO 
Aerin Toussaint, PBO   Cyd Grimes, Purchasing Office 
Jason Walker, Purchasing Office   Nicki Riley, Auditor’s Office   
DeDe Bell, Auditor’s Office   Mary Etta Gerhardt, County Attorney’s Office 
Janice Cohoon, Auditor’s Office  Deece Eckstein, IGR 
Lee Turner, TNR     
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Attachment “A” 
Village of Webberville Amendment to the  
Urban County Cooperation Agreement 
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AMENDMENT OF COMMUNITY BLOCK GRANT 
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 

 BETWEEN TRAVIS COUNTY AND 
 THE VILLAGE OF WEBBERVILLE 
 
This Amendment of Community Block Grant Cooperative Agreement ("Amendment") is entered into by the 
following parties:  Travis County, a political subdivision of Texas ("County"), and the Village of 
Webberville, Texas ("City"), an incorporated municipality within the geographical boundaries of County, 
referred to in this Agreement individually as "Party" or collectively as "Parties." 
. 
 
 II.  RECITALS 
 
County has the authority to provide for the care of indigents and other qualified recipients (TEX. LOC. 
GOV'T. CODE, Section 81.027, and other statutes) and County has the authority to provide for public health 
education and information services (TEX. HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE, Chapters 121 and 122, and 
other statutes), and provision of the above services constitutes a public purpose. 
 
Travis County Health, Human Services and Veterans' Services ("Department") has the authority to perform 
all public health functions that County can perform through TEX. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE ANN., 
Section 121.032. 
 
Title I of the Housing and Community Act of 1974, as amended through the Housing and Community Act 
of 1992 ("Act"), establishes a program of community development block grants for the specific purpose of 
developing viable communities by providing decent housing and suitable living environment and expanding 
economic opportunities principally for low and moderate income individuals. 
 
County has entered into a Grant agreement with the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development ("HUD") for financial assistance to conduct a Community Development Block ("CDBG") 
Grant Program ("CDBG Program") pursuant to Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 
1974 ("Act"), as amended, and the Rules and Regulations promulgated by HUD governing the conduct of 
CDBG programs, 24 Code of Federal Regulations ("CFR") Part 570, as amended, ("Rules and 
Regulations"). 
 
County has been designated an "Urban County" by the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
entitled to a formula share of CDBG funds provided County; and CDBG regulations require counties to re-
qualify as an Urban County under the CDBG program every three years. 
 
Article III, Section 64 of the Texas Constitution authorizes Texas counties to enter into cooperative 
agreements with local governments for essential Community Development and Housing Assistance 
activities. 
  
Through cooperative agreements, County has the authority to carry out activities funded from annual CDBG  
Allocations from Federal Fiscal Years 2015, 2016 and 2017 appropriations and from any program income 
generated from the expenditure of such funds. 
 
County is not obligated by any cooperative agreement to select projects for CDBG funding from any 
cooperating jurisdiction and funds will be allocated on a competitive basis as determined by County. 
 
County and Village agree to cooperate to undertake, or assist in undertaking, community renewal and lower 
income housing assistance activities under the following terms: 
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The Parties desire to amend the Agreement to reflect mutually agreed to changes. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the hereinafter set forth agreements, covenants, and payments, the 
amount and sufficiency of which are acknowledged, the County and City agree to the amend the Agreement 
as follows: 
 
 
1.0   GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
 1.1 Authorization.  The Parties agree to amend Section 1.0, of the Agreement ("General 
Provisions") by adding the following: 
 
  1.5 Authorization.  By signature of this Amendment, the governing bodies of County 

and City authorize the Agreement as amended. 
 
2.0 JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES AND AGREEMENTS 
 
 2.1 Certification Compliance.  The Parties agree to amend Section 5.1 of the Agreement 
("Certification Compliance") by adding the phrase "and affirmatively furthering fair housing" to the end of 
the provision.   
 
 2.2 Compliance.  The Parties agree to amend Section 5.4 of the Agreement ("Compliance") by 
adding the language underlined as follows: 
 

…  Section 109 Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (42 
U.S.C., Section 5309) which incorporates Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and 
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975; … 

 
 2.3 Transfer of Funds.  The Parties agree to amend Section 5.0 of the Agreement ("Joint 
Responsibilities and Agreements") by adding the following: 
 

5.7 Transfer of Funds.  The Parties agree that any unit of local government may not 
sell, trade, or otherwise transfer all or any portion of funds received pursuant to this Agreement to 
another such metropolitan city, urban county, unit of general local government, or Indian tribe, or 
insular area that directly or indirectly receives CDBG funds in exchange for any other funds, 
credits or non-Federal considerations, but must use such funds for activities eligible under Title I 
of the Act.  (See Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2014, Pub. L. 113-76) 

   
3.0   INCORPORATION 
 
 3.01 County and City hereby incorporate the Agreement into this Amendment.  Except for the 
changes made in this Amendment, County and City hereby ratify all the terms and conditions of the 
Agreement, as amended.  The Agreement, with the changes made in this Amendment, constitutes the entire 
agreement between the Parties and supersedes any prior undertaking or written or oral agreements or 
representations between the Parties with respect to the subject matter hereof. 
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TRAVIS COUNTY 
 
By:                                                                                                             
Samuel T. Biscoe, County Judge    
Its Duly Authorized Representative and Chief Executive Officer  
Date:                  
 
 
Approved as to Legal Form: 
 
Approved that the terms and provisions of this Agreement are fully authorized under State and local law 
and that this Agreement provides full legal authority for County; and that County has the authority to 
undertake or assist in undertaking essential community renewal and lower income housing assistance 
activities. 
 
By:___________________________ 
 Assistant County Attorney 
Date:________ 
 
 
VILLAGE OF WEBBERVILLE 
 
By:_______________________ 
Authorized Representative and Chief Executive Officer 
Printed 
Name:_____________________ 
Date:_________ 
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Attachment “B” 
Urban County Renewal Submission Packet 

 
 



 
 

TRAVIS COUNTY HEALTH and HUMAN SERVICES 
And VETERANS SERVICE 

100 North I.H. 35 
P. O. Box 1748 

Austin, Texas 78767 
Sherri E. Fleming 
County Executive 

(512) 854-4100 
Fax (512) 854-4115 

  
July 23, 2014 
 
Elva F. Garcia 
Division Director, Community Planning and Development Division 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
106 South St. Mary’s Street, Suite 405 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
 
Re: Travis County Urban County Re-Qualification for Community Development Block Grant 
 
Ms. Garcia: 
 
In accordance with HUD regulations, every three years, urban counties receiving CDBG funds 
must re-affirm their urban county entitlement status. Travis County is currently renewing its 
urban county status for Program Years 2015-2017.  In accordance with CPD Notice 14-07, the 
County is confirming, via this letter, its wishes to renew its urban county status. The Urban 
County is currently made up of the unincorporated areas of the county and the Village of 
Webberville.  This will remain the same for the requalification period. 
 
As part of the qualification process, Travis County notified non-entitlement cities and villages 
about the opportunity to participate in the Travis County CDBG program through 
correspondence on May 16, 2014.  Village of Webberville was notified on May 30, 2014 
regarding the option to continue participation with a required amendment to the Cooperation 
Agreement or notify the County of its interest to no longer continue.   
 
No new municipalities chose to join even after follow up contact.  The Village of Webberville 
wishes to continue its partnership.  On July 22, 2014, the Travis County Commissioners Court 
voted to execute the amendment to the cooperation agreement with the Village of Webberville.  
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Enclosed with this letter is the following:  1) the County Attorney’s Letter outlining the 
County’s legal authority to conduct CDBG activities; 2) the fully executed amendment to the 
cooperation agreement with the Village of Webberville; and  3) the correspondence sent to 
municipalities on May 16th and May 30th.    
 
We look forward to our continued collaboration.  If you have any questions regarding this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact Christy Moffett at 854-3460 or 
christy.moffett@co.travis.tx.us. 

 
 

Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Sherri E. Fleming 
County Executive 
 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Samuel T. Biscoe, County Judge 

Christy Moffett, MSSW, CDBG Planning Manager 
 









 
 

TRAVIS COUNTY HEALTH and HUMAN SERVICES 
And VETERANS SERVICE 

100 North I.H. 35 
P. O. Box 1748 

Austin, Texas 78767 
Sherri E. Fleming 
County Executive 

 (512) 854-4100 
Fax (512) 854-4115 

  
May 16, 2014 
 
The Honorable XXXXXX 
Mayor 
City of XXXXX 
Address 
Address 
 
Re: Travis County Urban County Re-Qualification for Community Development Block Grant 
 
Dear Mayor: 
 
In 2006, Travis County was identified as an Urban County Entitlement for the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). The County has received CDBG funding for the past eight years and has 
allocated those funds to assist low- and moderate-income individuals and households residing 
in the unincorporated areas of the County and the Village of Webberville. Thus far, projects 
include the planning for and the improvement of infrastructure, acquisition of land necessary 
for increasing affordable housing, rehabilitation of homes to improve the safe and decent 
housing stock, homebuyer assistance to respond to the tightening mortgage credit market, 
increasing access to fair housing and tenant’s rights counseling, and improving access to social 
services. 

 
In accordance with HUD regulations, every three years urban counties receiving CDBG funds 
must re-affirm their urban county entitlement status. As part of the qualification process, 
Travis County may invite non-entitlement cities and villages to participate in the Travis County 
CDBG program.     
 
To remain eligible to receive CDBG funds, Travis County is in the process of renewing its urban 
county status for 2015-2017. The timeline for completion of this work is as follows:   



 

  

 
Timeline for Urban County Renewal 

Action Needed Due Date 

Notification to non-participating cities about the ability to join May 16, 2014 

Notification to participating cities about renewal May 30, 2014 

Notification by participating cities if choose not to renew June 20, 2014 

Execution of Cooperative Agreement by Cities/Villages No later than July 15, 2014 

Execution of Cooperative Agreement by TCCC July 22, 2014 

Travis County submits all required documents to HUD July 25, 2014 

 
For those cities and villages that choose to participate with Travis County, doing so will allow 
low-to-moderate income residents to access the CDBG-funded owner occupied home 
rehabilitation program and expanded fair housing counseling and social work services. 
Furthermore, participating cities will be able to submit eligible infrastructure, housing and 
social service projects for CDBG funding consideration. Finally, participation will bar those 
municipalities from applying to the State for CDBG funds as well as other funding sources such 
as the Texas Capital Fund. For more information on the County’s CDBG Program, please see the 
attached handout.   
 
If your municipality has interest in considering participation with Travis County’s Urban County 
Program, please execute the attached Cooperation Agreement and return to the County no 
later than July 15, 2014.   

 
If you have additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact Christy Moffett, CDBG 
Planning Manager, at 512-854-3460 or myself at 512-854-4581. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Sherri E. Fleming 
County Executive  
 
 
cc: Christy Moffett, MSSW, CDBG Planning Manager 
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Travis County’s Community Development Block Grant Program 

Summary of Program & Urban County Participation Opportunity 
www.co.travis.tx.us/cdbg 

 
 

 

 
Travis County’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program has been operational since 
October 2006. CDBG targets low- and moderate-income areas, as defined by HUD’s Area Median 
Income guidelines, with few exceptions. Below is a brief summary of the current program and the 
requirements for participation. 
 
CDBG PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) initiative is a federal grant program administered by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). It provides annual grants to cities and 
counties to carry out community development activities aimed at revitalizing neighborhoods, 
improving affordable housing options, and providing improved community facilities and services.  
 
Based on its population, in 2006, Travis County qualified as an urban county, a federal designation 
which afforded the County the opportunity to apply for CDBG funds. That year, Travis County applied 
and received CDBG funds for the first time and has continued to receive funding for the past eight 
years. The County’s annual allocation is based on a HUD-designed formula that takes into account the 
county’s population size, poverty rate, housing overcrowding, and age of housing.  
 
Usage of CDBG funds must meet a number of parameters set nationally by HUD and locally by the 
County. Federal regulation requires that a minimum of 70% of the CDBG funds focus on projects for 
low- to moderate-income residents. Additionally, Travis County’s allocation specifically targets 
residents living in the unincorporated areas of the county and the Village of Webberville and to be 
eligible, the activities must meet one of the following HUD national objectives: 
 

 Benefit low- and moderate-income persons; 

 Aid in the prevention or elimination of slums and blight; or 

 Address other community development needs that present a serious and immediate threat to 
the health and welfare of the community.              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

The administration of the CDBG program follows a cycle that includes the drafting of a Consolidated 
Plan, an Action Plan, and an annual evaluation. The Consolidated Plan (Con-Plan) identifies the 
County’s community and housing needs and outlines the strategies to address those needs over a 
three-, five-, or six-year period. The Annual Action Plan (AP) defines the specific activities to be 
undertaken during each program year (PY) to address the priorities established in the Con-Plan. An 
evaluation is conducted annually to assess yearly accomplishments. The evaluation is called the 
Consolidated Annual Performance Report (CAPER). Changes made to the Consolidated Plan and Action 
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Plans require formal amendments; if substantial enough, these amendments must go through a public 
input process. 
 
The following figure is a simplified visual representation of the CDBG cycle. As shown, citizens have a 
central role in setting the priorities to be addressed and defining projects to tackle identified needs. 

 
Figure 1: CDBG Cycle 

 

 
 
 
The Travis County Health and Human Services & Veterans Service Department (HHS/VS) is the lead 
agency designated by the County to administer the CDBG grant and the single point of contact with 
HUD. 
 
COUNTY PRIORITIES FOR PROGRAM YEARS 2015-2017 
 
The Urban County Renewal Period extends from Program Year 2015 through Program Year 2017. At 
present, CDBG staff is working on the next strategic plan which covers Program Years 2014-2018. The 
Travis County Commissioners Court (TCCC) has approved the strategic direction for PY14-PY18. 
Categories ranked as high indicate areas of certain investment over the next five years, while 
categories ranked low indicate areas of possible investment. Below is a table that identifies the high 
and low priorities for the next five years.   
 

Public 
Engagement 

Con-Plan 

Annual 
Action 
Plan 

Substantial  
Amendments 

Annual 
Report 
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Priorities are set based on data relating to community need and the results of public participation. 
Since 2006, Infrastructure, Housing and Community Services (social services) have consistently been 
identified as high priorities. Traditionally, only high priority projects get funded, with few exceptions.   
 
QUESTIONS ABOUT PARTICIPATION 
 
Will our municipality be guaranteed funding? 
No. Projects for participating cities would go through a competitive process for consideration. That 
being said, low-to-moderate income residents in participating cities would be able to apply for current 
projects that are not neighborhood- or place-based. The Travis County Owner Occupied Home 
Rehabilitation program is an example of such a project. This project provides a deferred, forgivable 5-
year loan for home repairs of up to $24,999. This program is administered by Meals on Wheels and 
More, Inc., who is responsible for developing the scope of work, bidding the project, construction and 
contractor management, and close-out for each home.   
 
When would our municipality be able to compete for funding? 
The cycle begins with the Federal Fiscal Year 2015 and continues through 2017, which covers the 
period from October 1, 2015 to September 30, 2018. Applications from participating cities would be 
accepted in the Late Winter/Early Spring of 2015.   
 
Would our municipality have to develop CDBG capacity and administration expertise? 
We have not had a participating city apply for funding to date. Based on the complexity of the 
program, it is possible that the County would manage the project; however, that decision can be made 
on a case-by-case basis.   
 
What is the County’s funding history with CDBG? 
Overall, the funding increased annually for the first eight years.  
PY 2006    $838,659   PY 2009    $866,432   PY 2007    $848,248 
PY 2010    $942,749   PY 2008    $833,133   PY 2011    $790,119 
PY 2012    $896,341   PY 2013    $909,925   PY 2014    $997,664 
 
 

Prioritization of Categories for the PY 2014 – 2018 Consolidated Plan 

Category Priority 

Infrastructure High 

Housing High 

Community Services High 

Populations with Specialized Needs / Services High 

Public Facilities Low 

Business & Jobs Low 



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

TRAVIS COUNTY AND 

_________________________________ 

 

 

 

This Community Development Block Grant ("CDBG") Cooperative Agreement ("Agreement") is entered 

into by and between Travis County ("County"), a political subdivision of the State of Texas, and 

_______________, _____________________  ("City"), an incorporated municipality within the 

geographical boundaries of County, referred to in this Agreement individually as "Party" or collectively 

as "Parties." 

 

RECITALS 

 

County has the authority to provide for the care of indigents and other qualified recipients (TEX. LOC. 

GOV'T. CODE, Section 81.027, and other statutes) and County has the authority to provide for public health 

education and information services (TEX. HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE, Chapters 121 and 122, and 

other statutes), and provision of the above services constitutes a public purpose. 

 

Travis County Health, Human Services and Veterans' Services ("Department") has the authority to perform 

all public health functions that County can perform through TEX. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE ANN., 

Section 121.032. 

 

Title I of the Housing and Community Act of 1974, as amended through the Housing and Community Act 

of 1992 ("Act"), establishes a program of community development block grants for the specific purpose of 

developing viable communities by providing decent housing and suitable living environment and expanding 

economic opportunities principally for low and moderate income individuals. 

 

County has entered into a Grant agreement with the United States Department of Housing and Urban 

Development ("HUD") for financial assistance to conduct a Community Development Block ("CDBG") 

Grant Program ("CDBG Program") pursuant to Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 

1974 ("Act"), as amended, and the Rules and Regulations promulgated by HUD governing the conduct of 

CDBG programs, 24 Code of Federal Regulations ("CFR") Part 570, as amended, ("Rules and 

Regulations"). 

 

County has been designated an "Urban County" by the Department of Housing and Urban Development 

entitled to a formula share of CDBG funds provided County; and CDBG regulations require counties to re-

qualify as an Urban County under the CDBG program every three years. 

 

County has the authority to administer or otherwise engage in community and economic development 

projects authorized under HUD and authorized by Title I of the Act or under any federal law creating 

community development and economic development programs (including Texas Local Government Code, 

Chapter 381). 

 

County has received and is responsible for administration of Grant funds made available through the Act. 

County has received certain funds from HUD under the Act for utilization in connection with its CDBG 

Program. 

 

Department is the County's designated administrator for HUD grants governed by regulation codified under 

Title 24, Code of Federal Regulations. 



 

County has adopted Annual Action Plans for HUD as part of its Consolidated Plan. 

 

Article III, Section 64 of the Texas Constitution authorizes Texas counties to enter into cooperative 

agreements with local governments for essential Community Development and Housing Assistance 

activities. 

  

Through cooperative agreements, County has the authority to carry out activities funded from annual CDBG  

Allocations from Federal Fiscal Years 2015, 2016, and 2017 appropriations and from any program income 

generated from the expenditure of such funds. 

 

County is not obligated by any cooperative agreement to select projects for CDBG funding from any 

cooperating jurisdiction and funds will be allocated on a competitive basis as determined by County. 

 

County and City agree to cooperate to undertake, or assist in undertaking, community renewal and lower 

income housing assistance activities under the following terms: 

 

1.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

 1.1 County Authority.  This Agreement gives County authority to undertake, or assist in 

undertaking, activities that will be funded from the CDBG program and from any program income 

generated from the expenditure of such funds.   

 

 1.2 City/County Cooperation.  County and City agree to cooperate, to undertake or to assist 

in undertaking community renewal and lower-income hosing assistance activities. 

 

 1.3 Programs.  This Agreement covers the CDBG Entitlement program and, where applicable, 

the HOME Investment Partnership ("HOME") and Emergency Shelter Grants ("ESG") Programs. 

  

 1.4 Recitals.  The Parties agree that the information in the Recitals is true and correct and a 

part of this agreement. 

 

 1.5 Authorization.  By signature of this Agreement the governing bodies of County and City 

authorize this Agreement. 

 

2.0 TERM 

 

 2.1 Effective Period.  This Agreement is effective the date it is signed by both Parties, and 

remains in effect until CDBG and income received to the federal fiscal 2012, 2013 and 2014 year, and to 

any successive qualification periods provided through the automatic renewal of this Agreement are 

expended and the funded activities completed.  Neither County nor City may terminate or withdraw from 

this Agreement while the Agreement remains in effect.   

 

 2.2 Renewal.  The Parties understand and agree that this Agreement will automatically be 

renewed for participation in successive three-year qualification periods, unless County or City provides 

written notice it elects not to participate in a new qualification period.   

 

 2.3 Notice.  County will notify City in writing of its right to make such election (to participate 

or not participate) on the date specified by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development in 

HUD's urban county qualification notice for the net qualification period.   City will notify County in writing 

no later than the date specified in County's notification that City elects not to participate in the next three-



year Urban County Program.  County will send copies of all notifications required by this Section ___ to the 

HUD Field Office. 

 

 2.4 Amendment to Qualification.  Any amendments or changes contained within the Urban 

County Qualification Notice applicable for a subsequent three-year urban county qualification period must 

be adopted by County and City, and submitted to HUD as provided.  Failure by either party to adopt such an 

amendment to the agreement will void the automatic renewal of this Agreement.  

 

3.0 COUNTY RESPONSIBILITIES AND AGREEMENTS 

 

 3.1 Fair Housing Certification.  County will not fund activities in support of any 

cooperating unit of general government that does not affirmatively further fair housing within its own 

jurisdiction or that impedes the county's actions to comply with its fair housing certification. 

 

 3.2 Subrecipient Agreements.  Prior to disbursing any CDBG Program funds to a 

subrecipient, County will sign a written agreement with such subrecipient. 

 

 3.3 Program Requirements.  County is responsible for ensuring that CDBG funds are used 

in accordance with all program requirements, including monitoring and reporting to U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development on the use of program income. 

 

4.0 CITY RESPONSIBILITIES AND AGREEMENTS 

 

 4.1 City Election to Participate.  City, by executing this Agreement, gives notice of its 

election to participate in an Urban County Community Development Block Grant program. 

   

 4.2 City Limitation.   

 

  4.2.1 No Application.  By executing this Agreement, City understands and agrees that it 

 will not apply for grants under the State CDBG Program from appropriations for fiscal years 

 during the period in which it is participating in County's program. 

 

  4.2.2 No Other Participation. By executing this Agreement, City understands and 

 agrees that it may receive a formula allocation under the HOME Program only through the 

 County; that City will not participate in a HOME consortium except through County, regardless 

 of whether or not County receives a HOME formula allocation.; that if County does not receive a 

 HOME formula allocation, City cannot form a HOME consortium. 

 

  4.2.3 Allocation. By executing this Agreement, City understands and agrees that it 

 may receive a formula allocation under the ESG Program only through County.  Currently, it is 

 understood that County does not receive any ESG formula allocation. 

 

 4.3. Income Report.  City agrees to inform County of any income generated by the 

expenditure of CDBG funds received and that any such program income must be paid to County to be 

used for eligible activities in accordance with all CDBG Program requirements. 

 

 4.4 City Policies.  City agrees that it has adopted and will maintain and enforce: a policy 

prohibiting the use of excessive force by law enforcement agencies within its jurisdiction against any 

individuals engaged in non-violent civil rights demonstrations; and a policy of enforcing applicable State 

and local laws against physically barring entrances to or exit from a facility or location which is the 

subject of such non-violent civil rights demonstrations within the jurisdiction. 



 

 

 4.5 Request for Inclusion.  City supports the application for and receipt of funding from 

Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended by County, and asks that its population 

be included for three successive years (or the remaining term of the Grant period for County, if less than 

three years) with that of County to carry out Community Development Program Activities Eligible for 

Assistance under Public Law 93-383, and authorizes the Mayor of City to sign such additional forms as 

requested by the Department of Housing and Urban Development pursuant to the purposes of this 

Agreement. 

 

 4.6 Final Responsibility.  City understands that County will have final responsibility for 

selecting CDBG (and, where applicable, HOME and ESG) projects, submitting the Consolidated Plan to 

HUD and filing annual grant reports and requests. 

 

 4.7 Fair Housing Support.  City agrees that CDBG funding for activities in, or in support of 

City are prohibited if City does not affirmatively further fair housing within its own jurisdiction or 

impedes County actions to comply with its fair housing certification. 

 

 4.8 City Plan.  City will develop a community development plan for the period of this 

Agreement which identifies community development and housing needs and specifies both short and 

long-term community development objectives. 

 

 4.9 Subrecipient Requirements.  In accordance with 24 CFR 570.501(b), City agrees that 

City is subject to the same requirements applicable to subrecipients, including the requirement of a 

written agreement as described in 24 CFR 570.503. 

 

 4.10 Good Faith Performance.  City agrees to act in good faith and with due diligence in 

performance of City obligations and responsibilities under this Agreement and under any subrecipient 

agreements.  City further agrees that it will fully cooperate with County in all things required and 

appropriate to comply with the provisions of any grant agreements received by County pursuant to the 

Act and its Regulations. 

 

 4.11 Citizen Participation.  City agrees to comply with applicable federal citizen 

participation requirements, including those in 24 CFR 570.301. 

 

 4.12 City Records.  City agrees to maintain records of activities for any projects undertaken 

pursuant to the program and said records shall be open and available for inspection by auditors assigned 

by HUD and/or County on reasonable notice during the normal business hours of City. 

 

 5.0 JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES AND AGREEMENTS 

 

 5.1 Certification Compliance.  County and City shall take all actions necessary to assure 

compliance with the Urban County's certification required by Section 104(b) of Title I of the Housing and 

Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 

and Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, Section 109 of Title I of the Housing Community 

Development Act of 1874, and other applicable laws, and affirmatively furthering fair housing. 

 

 5.2 County Requirements.  In accordance with 24 CFR 570.501(b), the Parties agree that 

Travis County is responsible for ensuring that CDBG funds are used in accordance with all program 

requirements, including monitoring and reporting to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development on the use of program income, and that, in the event of close-out or change in status of City, 



any program income that is on hand or received subsequent to the close-out or change in status, shall be 

paid to County; and that the use of designated public agencies, subrecipients or contracts does not relieve 

Travis County of the responsibility for ensuring that CDBG funds are used in accordance with all 

program requirements. 

 

 5.3 Adequacy of Performance.  The Parties agree that, Travis County is responsible for 

determining the adequacy of performance under subrecipient agreements and procurement contracts, and 

for taking appropriate action when performance problems arise, such as the actions described in Section 

570.910; and that, where a city is participating with, or as part of Travis County Urban County, as a 

participating unit, or as part of a metropolitan city, the County is responsible for applying to the unit of 

general local government the same requirements as are applicable to subrecipients, except that the five-

year period identified under Section 570.503(b)(8)(i) shall begin with the date that the unit of general 

local government is no longer considered by HUD to be a part of the metropolitan city or urban county, as 

applicable, instead of the date the subrecipient agreement expires. 

 

 5.4 Compliance.  County and City will comply with the applicable provisions of the Act and 

those federal regulations promulgated by HUD pursuant to the Act, as the same currently exists or as may 

be amended.  County and City will take all actions necessary to assure compliance with County's 

certifications required by Section 104(b) of Title I of the Act.  County and City will comply with the 

provisions of the following:  National Environmental Policy Act of 1969; Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964 and Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968; and Title 24 Code of Federal Regulations part 570; 

the Fair Housing Act; Cranston-Gonzales National Affordable Housing Act (Public Law 101-635); 

Section 109 Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C., Section 5309) 

which incorporates Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Age Discrimination Act of 

1975; Executive Order 11063, as amended by Executive Order 12259; Executive Order 11988; the 

Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C., Section 

4630, et seq.); and other federal or stat statute or regulation applicable to the use of CDBG or HOME 

Investment Partnerships Act (enacted as Title II of the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990) funds. 

 

 5.5 Consolidated Plan.  The Parties agree that no provision of this Agreement may be 

interpreted to provide for veto or other restriction that would allow any Party to obstruct the 

implementation of the approved Consolidated Plan during the period covered by the Agreement. 

 

 5.6 Authorization.  By executing this Agreement, the County Commissioners Court and 

City Council of City authorize this Agreement and the execution of this Agreement by the appropriate 

official. 

 

 5.7 Transfer of Funds.  The Parties agree that any unit of local government may not sell, 

trade, or otherwise transfer all or any portion of funds received pursuant to this Agreement to another 

such metropolitan city, urban county, unit of general local government, or Indian tribe, or insular area that 

directly or indirectly receives CDBG funds in exchange for any other funds, credits or non-Federal 

considerations, but must use such funds for activities eligible under Title I of the Act.  (See 

Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2014, Pub. 

L. 113-76) 

 

6.0 MISCELLANEOUS TERMS   

 

 6.1 Notice.  Official notice of amendments or changes applicable for a subsequent three-year 

urban county agreement shall be in writing and be mailed by certified mail to: 

 

   



For City: 

   __________________________ 

   __________________________ 

   __________________________ 

 

  For County: 

   __________________________ 

   __________________________ 

   __________________________ 

 

 6.2 Indemnification.  City agrees to indemnify, defend and hold harmless County and its 

authorized officers, employees, agents and volunteers from any and all claims, actions, losses, damages 

and/or liability arising from City acts, errors or omissions and for any costs or expenses incurred by 

County on account of any claim therefore.  City shall promptly notify County in writing of the occurrence 

of any such claims, actions, losses, damages and/or liability.  City shall indemnify and hold harmless 

County against any liability, claims, losses, demands and actions incurred by County as a result of the 

determination by HUD or its successor that activities undertaken by City fail to comply with any laws, 

regulations or policies applicable thereto or that any funds billed by and disbursed to City under this 

Agreement were improperly expended. 

 

 6.3 Entire Agreement.  It is expressly agreed that this Agreement embodies the entire 

agreement of the Parties in relation to the subject matter hereof, and that no other agreement or 

understanding, verbal or otherwise, relative to this subject matter exists between the Parties.  

 

 6.4 Severability.  Each provision of this Agreement is severable from each other provision, 

and if any provision or part thereof is declared invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force 

and effect. 

 

 6.5 Assignment.  Neither Party will assign any of the rights or duties under this Agreement 

without the prior written approval of the other Party.   

 

 6.6 Binding Agreement.  This Agreement shall be binding upon the successors, assigns, 

administrators and legal representatives of the Parties. 

 

 6.7 Law and Venue.  This Agreement is governed by the laws of the State of Texas and all 

obligations under this Agreement will be performable in the City of Austin, Texas or in Travis County, 

Texas.  IT is expressly understood that any lawsuit, litigation, or dispute arising out of or relating to this 

Agreement will take place in Travis County, Texas. 

 

 6.8 Immunity or Defense.  It is expressly understood and agreed by all Parties that, neither the 

execution of this Agreement, nor any conduct of any representative of County relating to this Agreement, 

shall be considered to waive, nor shall it be deemed to have waived, any immunity or defense that would 

otherwise be available to it against claims arising in the exercise of its governmental powers and functions, 

nor shall it be considered a waiver of sovereign immunity to suit. 

 

 6.9 Conflict of Interest.  City shall ensure that no person who is an employee, agent, 

consultant, officer, or elected or appointed official of City, or member of City's governing body, who 

exercises or has exercised any functions or responsibilities with respect to activities performed pursuant to 

this Agreement or who is in a position to participate in a decision-making process or gain inside information 

with regard to these activities has or may obtain a personal or financial interest or benefit from the activity, 

or have an interest in any contract, subcontract or agreement with respect to it, or the proceeds under it, 



either for him or herself or those with whom he or she has family or business ties, during his or her tenure or 

for one year thereafter. 

 

 6.10 Gratuities.  City agrees that City has not and will not accept gratuities in the form of 

entertainment, gifts, or otherwise were offered or given by City or any agent or representative to any County 

official or employee with a view toward securing favorable treatment with respect to the performing of this 

Agreement.  City's employees, officers and agents shall neither solicit nor accept gratuities, favors or 

anything of monetary value from subcontractors or potential subcontractors.  City will establish safeguards 

to prohibit its employees from using their positions for a purpose that is or gives the appearance of being 

motivated by a desire for private gain for themselves or others, particularly those with whom they have 

family, business or other ties. 

 

 6.11 Nepotism.  City agrees that it will comply with the guidelines set forth for public officials 

under TEX. GOVERNMENT CODE ANN, Ch. 573, by ensuring that no officer, employee or member of 

the governing body of City shall vote or confirm the employment of any person related within the second 

degree by affinity or third degree by consanguinity to any member of the governing body or to any other 

officer or employee authorized to employ or supervise such person without written approval by County. 

 

 

 

TRAVIS COUNTY 

 

 

BY: _______________________________ 

       Samuel T. Biscoe 

       Travis County Judge 

       Chief Executive Officer, Travis County 

Date:_______________________________ 

 

Approved that the terms and provisions of this Agreement are fully authorized under State and local law 

and that this Agreement provides full legal authority for County; and that County has the authority to 

undertake or assist in undertaking essential community renewal and lower income housing assistance 

activities. 

 

By:______________________________ 

     Assistant County Attorney 

Date:____________________________ 

 

CITY 

 

___________________________________ 

 

By:________________________________ 

     Authorized Representative and 

     Chief Executive Officer 

Printed Name:______________________________ 

Title:_____________________________________ 

Date:_____________________________________ 
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 AMENDMENT OF COMMUNITY BLOCK GRANT 

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 
 BETWEEN TRAVIS COUNTY AND 
 THE VILLAGE OF WEBBERVILLE 
 
This Amendment of Community Block Grant Cooperative Agreement ("Amendment") is entered into by the 
following parties:  Travis County, a political subdivision of Texas ("County"), and the Village of 
Webberville, Texas ("City"), an incorporated municipality within the geographical boundaries of County, 
referred to in this Agreement individually as "Party" or collectively as "Parties." 
. 
 
 II.  RECITALS 
 
County has the authority to provide for the care of indigents and other qualified recipients (TEX. LOC. 
GOV'T. CODE, Section 81.027, and other statutes) and County has the authority to provide for public 
health education and information services (TEX. HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE, Chapters 121 and 122, 
and other statutes), and provision of the above services constitutes a public purpose. 
 
Travis County Health, Human Services and Veterans' Services ("Department") has the authority to perform 
all public health functions that County can perform through TEX. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE ANN., 
Section 121.032. 
 
Title I of the Housing and Community Act of 1974, as amended through the Housing and Community Act 
of 1992 ("Act"), establishes a program of community development block grants for the specific purpose of 
developing viable communities by providing decent housing and suitable living environment and expanding 
economic opportunities principally for low and moderate income individuals. 
 
County has entered into a Grant agreement with the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development ("HUD") for financial assistance to conduct a Community Development Block ("CDBG") 
Grant Program ("CDBG Program") pursuant to Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 
1974 ("Act"), as amended, and the Rules and Regulations promulgated by HUD governing the conduct of 
CDBG programs, 24 Code of Federal Regulations ("CFR") Part 570, as amended, ("Rules and 
Regulations"). 
 
County has been designated an "Urban County" by the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
entitled to a formula share of CDBG funds provided County; and CDBG regulations require counties to re-
qualify as an Urban County under the CDBG program every three years. 
 
Article III, Section 64 of the Texas Constitution authorizes Texas counties to enter into cooperative 
agreements with local governments for essential Community Development and Housing Assistance 
activities. 
  
Through cooperative agreements, County has the authority to carry out activities funded from annual CDBG 
 Allocations from Federal Fiscal Years 2015, 2016 and 2017 appropriations and from any program income 
generated from the expenditure of such funds. 
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County is not obligated by any cooperative agreement to select projects for CDBG funding from any 
cooperating jurisdiction and funds will be allocated on a competitive basis as determined by County. 
 
County and Village agree to cooperate to undertake, or assist in undertaking, community renewal and lower 
income housing assistance activities under the following terms: 
 
The Parties desire to amend the Agreement to reflect mutually agreed to changes. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the hereinafter set forth agreements, covenants, and payments, the 
amount and sufficiency of which are acknowledged, the County and City agree to the amend the Agreement 
as follows: 
 
 
1.0   GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
 1.1 Authorization.  The Parties agree to amend Section 1.0, of the Agreement ("General 
Provisions") by adding the following: 
 
  1.5 Authorization.  By signature of this Amendment, the governing bodies of County 

and City authorize the Agreement as amended. 
 
2.0 JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES AND AGREEMENTS 
 
 2.1 Certification Compliance.  The Parties agree to amend Section 5.1 of the Agreement 
("Certification Compliance") by adding the phrase "and affirmatively furthering fair housing" to the end of 
the provision.   
 
 2.2 Compliance.  The Parties agree to amend Section 5.4 of the Agreement ("Compliance") by 
adding the language underlined as follows: 
 

…  Section 109 Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (42 
U.S.C., Section 5309) which incorporates Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975; … 

 
 2.3 Transfer of Funds.  The Parties agree to amend Section 5.0 of the Agreement ("Joint 
Responsibilities and Agreements") by adding the following: 
 

5.7 Transfer of Funds.  The Parties agree that any unit of local government may not 
sell, trade, or otherwise transfer all or any portion of funds received pursuant to this Agreement 
to another such metropolitan city, urban county, unit of general local government, or Indian tribe, 
or insular area that directly or indirectly receives CDBG funds in exchange for any other funds, 
credits or non-Federal considerations, but must use such funds for activities eligible under Title I 
of the Act.  (See Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2014, Pub. L. 113-76) 
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3.0   INCORPORATION 
 
 3.01 County and City hereby incorporate the Agreement into this Amendment.  Except for the 
changes made in this Amendment, County and City hereby ratify all the terms and conditions of the 
Agreement, as amended.  The Agreement, with the changes made in this Amendment, constitutes the entire 
agreement between the Parties and supersedes any prior undertaking or written or oral agreements or 
representations between the Parties with respect to the subject matter hereof. 
 
 
TRAVIS COUNTY 
 
By:                                                                                                             
Samuel T. Biscoe, County Judge    
Its Duly Authorized Representative and Chief Executive Officer  
Date:                  
 
 
Approved as to Legal Form: 
 
Approved that the terms and provisions of this Agreement are fully authorized under State and local law 
and that this Agreement provides full legal authority for County; and that County has the authority to 
undertake or assist in undertaking essential community renewal and lower income housing assistance 
activities. 
 
By:___________________________ 
 Assistant County Attorney 
Date:________ 
 
 
VILLAGE OF WEBBERVILLE 
 
By:_______________________ 
Authorized Representative and Chief Executive Officer 
Printed 
Name:_____________________ 
Date:_________ 
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