
 
 

AGENDA REQUEST DEADLINE:  All agenda requests and supporting materials must be submitted as a 
pdf to County Judge's office at Agenda@co.travis.tx.us by Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. for the next week's 
meeting. 
 

Travis County Commissioners Court Agenda Request 

Meeting Date:  July 8, 2014 
 
Prepared By/Phone Number:  Juanita Jackson – 854-4467 
 
Elected/Appointed Official/Dept. Head:  Sherri E. Fleming, County Executive for 
Health and Human Services and Veterans Service 
 
Commissioners Court Sponsor:  Judge Samuel T. Biscoe 
 
AGENDA LANGUAGE: 
Consider and Take Appropriate Action on Resolution From the Sustainable Food 
Policy Board (SFPB) Requesting that Travis County Provide Support to Non-Profit 
Agencies to Assist Residents with Applications for SNAP Benefits (Food Stamps) 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST AND ATTACHMENTS: 
See Attachment 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
HHS/VS currently assists residents when it can with Food Stamp applications. The 
Family Support Services Division brochure is attached. In addition, most social 
services agencies can provide information on where to apply for food stamps if 
requested. Staff has attached a list of providers and the amount of county funds 
provided. A few agencies have been highlighted because they provide case 
management services that would likely include help with applying for food stamps. It 
is important to note that most social services agencies likely provide the information 
to residents, even if they do not advertise the service. 
 
ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES: 
See Attachment 
 
FISCAL IMPACT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
 
REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS: 
Mary Etta Gerhardt, Assistant County Attorney 
Leroy Nellis, Acting County Executive, Planning and Budget Office 
Cyd Grimes, CPM, Travis County Purchasing Agent 
Nicki Riley, CAP, CMA, Travis County Auditor 
Patty Lennon, Financial Analyst, Travis County Auditor’s Office 
Aerin Pfaffenberger, Analyst, Planning and Budget Office 
Sherri Fleming, County Executive, HHSVS 
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June 3, 2014 
 
 
 
The Honorable Samuel T. Biscoe, County Judge 
Travis County Commissioners 
Travis County Commissioners Court 
P.O. Box 1748 
Austin, Texas  78767 
 
Dear Judge Biscoe and Commissioners: 
 
The Austin-Travis County Sustainable Food Policy Board (SFPB), an advisory board to the Austin 
City Council and the Travis County Commissioners Court, is charged with improving the availability 
of safe, nutritious, local, and sustainably grown food at reasonable prices for all residents, particularly 
those in need.  Recognizing that 18% of Travis County residents live in a food insecure household, the 
SFPB has developed budget recommendations to address this need through the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, or SNAP. Attached, you will find these recommendations from the SFPB to the 
Austin City Council and the Travis County Commissioners Court for the upcoming FY15 city and 
county budgets, respectively.  
 
Our food insecure residents cannot participate fully in the future of our community. They suffer from 
higher chronic health issues, and are at higher risk for mental illness. Children in food insecure 
households face educational challenges as well.  SNAP has proven to be one of the most effective 
programs in helping low income persons stay out of poverty, increase food access, and avoid making 
difficult choices among basic needs. Additionally, those initiatives that double the value of SNAP 
benefits for fresh produce improve the nutritional quality of food these residents.  
 
We appreciate your consideration of our recommendations to fund SNAP-related initiatives in the 
FY15 Travis County budget. The SFPB stands ready to continue our work with Travis County in 
improving the health of our residents. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ronda Rutledge 
Chair, Austin-Travis County Sustainable Food Policy Board 
 
 
 
 

Ronda Rutledge, Chairperson Sherri Fleming, Executive Liaison 
7111 Oak Shores Drive  Austin/Travis County HHSD 
Austin, Texas  78730 P. O. Box 1088 
 Austin, TX 78767 



 

 

 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

Austin/Travis County Sustainable Food Policy Board 

Recommendation Number (20140512-7D): SNAP Outreach and Enrollment; Improving Farmers Market 

and Farm Stand Access for Low-Income Residents 

 

WHEREAS, 18 percent of Travis County residents and 25.5 percent of Travis County children live in a 

food insecure household, which is directly tied to poverty, and results in increased health care costs, 

lower educational success, and decreased workforce productivity; and  

WHEREAS, many food insecure residents have limited access to highly nutritious foods, including fresh 

fruits and vegetables, and are thus at greater risk of chronic diseases such as diabetes, heart disease, 

and cancer; and 

WHEREAS, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, has proven to be a federal 

nutrition program that effectively lifts many persons out of poverty and has a 1.79 local economic 

multiplier effect; and  

WHEREAS, in 2011 only 57 percent of eligible persons in Travis County enrolled in SNAP, a loss of 
$169,304,251 in federal SNAP benefits, and a loss of $303,054,609 of economic activity to Travis County 
that year; and  
 

WHEREAS, direct outreach and application assistance to SNAP-eligible persons has proven to 

significantly increase SNAP enrollment, thereby decreasing food insecurity for these persons; and   

WHEREAS, in April, 2012, the Sustainable Food Policy Board (SFPB) recommended to the Austin City 

Council that the City implement outreach and assistance efforts to increase participation in the SNAP 

program; and  

WHEREAS, in February, 2013 and August, 2013 the SFPB again recommended to the Austin City Council 

investment of funding to increase outreach and enrollment in SNAP; and  

WHEREAS, students at the LBJ School of Public Affairs reported in May 2013 that throughout the U.S. 

farmers market incentives programs successfully generated increased purchases of fresh produce by 
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Background Information 

Austin/Travis County Sustainable Food Policy Board Budget Recommendation: SNAP 
Outreach and Enrollment; Improving Farmers Market and Farm Stand Access for Low-
Income Residents 

 

1. The estimated cost per year for a SNAP outreach/enrollment position is 
$15.50/hr. plus benefits. This is based on information from community non-profits 
with similar positions on staff. 

2. The cost of an outreach campaign will depend on types of media utilized, and 
cost of airtime and/or printing of materials. The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and the Food Research Action Center both have print materials available free to 
download:  http://snap.ntis.gov/download.aspx; http://frac.org/snapfood-stamps-
outreach-and-access-toolkit/ 

3. The recommended cost for expanding the Double Dollars Incentive Program is 
$75,000. This is based on research from students at the LBJ School of Public 
Affairs http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=189723; and cost 
estimates for administration and equipment, as used by the Sustainable Food 
Center in their program.  

4. The lower-income community is frequently challenged in accessing healthy food, 
which can contribute to higher chronic disease rates. 
http://www.policylink.org/atf/cf/%7B97C6D565-BB43-406D-A6D5-
ECA3BBF35AF0%7D/FINALGroceryGap.pdf 

5. The Trust for America’s Health and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
recommend that “food assistance programs should encourage and incentivize 
the purchase of healthy foods.”  http://www.fasinfat.org/healthy-affordable-foods/ 

6. A recent Gallup nationwide study found that lack of access to healthier food 
alone is not related to higher obesity rates. Lack of income has a higher 
correlation. http://www.gallup.com/poll/164513/income-not-food-deserts-blame-
obesity.aspx#1 
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