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Meeting Date: June 3, 2014

Prepared By/Phone Number: John Carr, 854-4772
Dept. Head: Roger A. El Khoury, M.S., P.E., Director, FMD 854
County Executive: Leroy Nellis, Actlng County Executiyes/£B8& ¢
Sponsoring Court Members: Commissioner Todd, Precinct Tw

AGENDA LANGUAGE:

Consider and take appropriate action on request from United Way for
Greater Austin to display portraits at 700 Lavaca Street building in the Hall
of Government.

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST:

Facilities Management Department (FMD) received a request from Christa
Berry, Manager, Marketing and Communications with the United Way for
Greater Austin to display portraits at the Hall of Government (Attachment
One). These portraits are from Struggle: The Other Faces of the Texas
Economic Miracle, which were taken by the renowned local photographer
Matthew Rainwaters. This booklet, which they refer to as a zine, includes
original portraits of 26 Austin-area residents who are facing poverty. The
collection, which features Austinites of all ages, races, professions and
backgrounds, illustrates how people from all walks of life face their own
unique struggles with poverty. Their goal for this project is to show that
struggle is not far away, that it is incredibly human to face challenges like
living paycheck-paycheck or dealing with debt. Ms. Berry has provided
copies of the zine by mail prior to this voting session.

Ms. Berry is requesting that the Commissioners Court approve display of
several of the 16 portraits, which are 30" x 40", for 4-6 weeks at the Hall of
Government. The request is for the portraits to be displayed on the walls,
not displayed on easels. Portraits cannot be hung on the wood panel
surfaces without damage, but could be displayed on sheetrock walls, if the
Court wishes. Four to six portraits could be accommodated on the
sheetrock surfaces.



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Facilities Management Department recommends the Commissioners Court
provide direction on whether to authorize this requested display of portraits
in the Hall of Government.

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES:

If the Commissioners Court approves the display of these portraits,
Sentinel Lavaca Management Corporation, the building property manager,
will hang the portraits on the sheetrock walls of the Hall of Government.
The cost to hang the portraits would be minimal.

FISCAL IMPACT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:
Not applicable.

ATTACHMENTS/EXHIBITS:
1. Request from United Way for Greater Austin

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS:
John Hille, County Attorney’s Office, 854-9642
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From: Christa Berry <Christa.Berry@uwatx.org>
Sent: Wednesday, May 21, 2014 12:48 PM

To: John Carr

Cc: Roger El-khoury

Subject: RE: Travis County Hall of Government Display
Hi John,

Thank you so much for your email! In celebration of our 90™ anniversary in the Greater Austin community, we
produced a photo book-like product called a zine (I can mail you a copy for your referencing) entitled Struggle: The
Other Faces of the Texas Economic Miracle. The zine is a collection of portraits, taken by renowned local
photographer Matthew Rainwaters.

This zine includes original portraits of 26 Austin-area residents who are facing poverty. The collection, which features
Austinites of all ages, races, professions and backgrounds, illustrates how people from all walks of life face their own
unique struggles with poverty. Our goal for this project is to show that struggle is not far away, that it is incredibly
human to face challenges like living paycheck-paycheck or dealing with debt.

From the zine, we selected 16 portraits that were printed and framed as 30x40 pieces. On April 10" we held a private
gallery viewing of the portraits — you can view photos from that event to see what the portraits look like here.

Our ask of the County: We are looking for fitting “homes” where these portraits can to be displayed. We have a total of
16 portraits but know that amount of wall space might not be feasible — so we’re asking if the County might be willing
to host a portion of these portraits for 4-6 weeks. If that length of time is not doable, we are happy to work out
something that would work for you.

Our goal is not to necessarily sell the artwork — we feel it better meets our goals if the artwork is hung publicly for all to
see it.

If you need more information regarding the logistics of hanging the artwork, | am more than happy to provide you with
that information as well — just say the word. | hope this information helps answer your questions. Please don't hesitate
to reach back out if you need more information.

Thanks so much!

Christa Berry

Manager, Marketing & Communications
United Way for Greater Austin

Office 512.382.8599

Cell: 512.968.5840

unitedwayaustin.org | uwatx.org/timeline

Facebook facebook.com/uwatx
Twitter @uwatx #90for90

United @ SERVING
Way GREATER AUSTIN
FOR 90 YEARS

From: John Carr [mailto:John.Carr@co.travis.tx.us]
Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2014 5:00 PM




To: Christa Berry
Cc: Roger El-khoury
Subject: Travis County Hall of Government Display

Christa,

Hello, we have been advised that you are the point of contact with United Way for Greater Austin on the request to have the
Commissioners Court approve the display of portraits at 700 Lavaca. Can you give us a little background on what this is
about? Facilities Management Department will be the lead department for packaging this information to be placed on the
Commissioners Court agenda for their consideration/action. We need to know more about the initiative before we can
proceed. Please either email me back or give me a call to help us understand what this initiative hopes to achieve, and what
exactly you are asking of the County.

Thanks, look forward to hearing from you.
John

John F. Carr

Administrative Director

Facilities Management Department
(512) 854-4772





