
AGENDA REQUEST DEADLINE:  All agenda requests and supporting materials must be submitted as a 
pdf to agenda@co.travis.tx.us by Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. for the next week's meeting. 
 

 
 
 
Meeting Date: January 14, 2014 
Prepared By/Phone Number:  Sylvia Lopez, HUB Coordinator, 854-
4561  
Elected/Appointed Official/Dept. Head: Cyd Grimes, Purchasing Office 
Commissioners Court Sponsor: Judge Biscoe 

Agenda Language:  APPROVE CONTRACT NO. 4400001840, 
NATIONAL ECONOMIC RESEARCH ASSOCIATES, INC. (NERA), 
MINORITY, WOMEN-OWNED AND HISTORICALLY UNDERUTILIZED 
BUSINESS DISPARITY STUDY. 
 
The County was approached in March 2012 to participate in the City of 
Austin’s next Disparity Study through an Interlocal Agreement.  In 
August 2012, money was earmarked by the Commissioners Court for 
the County to participate in the study.  Purchasing staff has been 
extensively involved in preparations by attending ongoing 
meetings/discussion with Commissioner Eckhardt’s Office, City of 
Austin and several other government agencies. 
 
The City of Austin issued an RFQ in late December 2012 and awarded 
the contract on June 20, 2013 to NERA to conduct a disparity study. 
 
November 19, 2013 Purchasing presented an update to the Court and 
received approval to commence negotiations with NERA to conduct a 
full blown “Disparity Study”.  Purchasing staff met with NERA several 
times finalizing the County’s scope and cost estimate with a not to 
exceed contract amount of $339,552.38. 
  
The Purchasing Agent is requesting court approval of the contract. 
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