Travis County Commissioners Court Agenda Request

Meeting Date: October 8, 2013

Prepared By/Phone Number: David Salazar
Executive Assistant
County Judge’s Office

Elected/Appointed Official/Dept. Head: 512-854-9558
Commissioners Court Sponsor:

AGENDA LANGUAGE:

CONSIDER AND TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING REQUESTS
FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS IN PENG HU COUNTY TAIWAN:

A. AGREEMENT TO WELCOME PENG HU COUNTY OFFICIALS TO TRAVIS
COUNTY IN LATE OCTOBER 2013; AND

B. OPPORTUNITY FOR DELEGATION FROM PENG HU COUNTY TO APPEAR
BEFORE THE TRAVIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT TO SIGN DOCUMENTS
ESTABLISHING A SISTER-COUNTY PROGRAM WITH TRAVIS COUNTY TO
FOSTER COOPERATION IN CULTURE, TOURISM, EDUCATION, RESEARCH,
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, AND RENEWABLE ENERGY.

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST AND ATTACHMENTS:
Please see attached letter and previous agenda information.
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES:

FISCAL IMPACT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS:


mailto:agenda@co.travis.tx.us

Travis County Commissioners Court

SAMUEL T. BISCOE
County Judge
RON DAVIS BRUCE TODD
Commissioner, Pct. 1 Commissioner, Pct. 2

GERALD DAUGHERTY MARGARET J. GOMEZ
Commissioner, Pct. 3 Commissioner, Pct. 4

Travis County Administration Building, 700 Lavaca St., Commissioners Courtroom, 1st Floor, Austin, Tx 78701

June 18, 2013

Honorable County Chief Wang, Chien-Fa
County Government, Penghu County

32 Chihping Road

Makung Penhu, Taiwan, R.O.C.

RE: Invitation to Visit Travis County, Texas, USA

Dear Honorable County Chief Wang, Chien-Fa:

Thank you for your letter dated May 21, 2013 in which you encourage the
establishment of a Sister-County relationship to develop economic and
business cooperation as well as share aspects of our respective cultures.

On behalf of Travis County, Texas, it is our honor to officially invite a
Penghu County delegation to visit with government, business and
community leaders in Austin, Texas.

Travis County is located in south central Texas and has a population of more
than one million residents. Our county seat is Austin, the capital of Texas.
Additionally, Travis County is home to twenty-two smaller cities.

Our local economy is full of innovative enterprises, such as technology,
digital, media, clean energy and life sciences. The area’s diverse business



climate has provided consistent job growth for some of the world’s most
successful companies, including Dell, Motorola, IBM, Samsung and Applied
Materials. Moreover, thousands of college graduates each year provide a
steady source of employees that help drive our local economy.

With Penghu’s rich history, cultural tourism and strong economy, we are
certain there are countless opportunities for collaboration and exchange.
Please accept our invitation for your delegation to visit Travis County in
2013 or at any time afterwards.

Sincerely,

SAMUEL T. BISCOE

Travis County Judge

. e NN
RON DAVIS BRUCE TODD
Commissioner, Pct. 1 Commissioner, Pct. 2
absent %—F Qg*ﬂ

GERALD DAUGHERTY MARGARETJ. GOMEZ

Commissioner, Pct. 3 Commissioner, Pct. 4



Item 21 REVISED

Travis County Commissioners Court Agenda Request

Meeting Date: June 18, 2013

Prepared By/Phone Number: David Salazar, 854-9555
Elected/Appointed Official/Dept. Head: County Judge
Commissioners Court Sponsor: Judge Biscoe

AGENDA LANGUAGE:

CONSIDER AND TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING REQUESTS FROM PENG HU
COUNTY GOVERNMENT IN TAIWAN:

A. REQUEST FROM WANG, CHIN-FA TO ESTABLISH A SISTER-COUNTY PROGRAM WITH
TRAVIS COUNTY TO FOSTER COOPERATION IN CULTURE, TOURISM, EDUCATION,
RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, AND RENEWABLE ENERGY;

B. REQUEST FOR INVITATION FOR PENG HU COUNTY OFFICIALS TO VISIT TRAVIS
COUNTY; AND

C. RELATED ISSUES.

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST AND ATTACHMENTS:
Please see attached documents.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES:
FISCAL IMPACT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS:

AGENDA REQUEST DEADLINE: All agenda requests and supporting materials should be submitted as
a pdf to the County Judge's office, agenda@co.travis.tx.us by Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. for the next
week's meeting.
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SAMUEL T. BISCOE

COUNTY JUDGE

TRAVIS COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
P.0. BOX 1748 ROOM 520

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78767

(512) 854-9555

(512) 854-9535 FAX

MEMORANDUM
TO: Commissioners Court Members
FROM: Samuel T. Biscoe, Travis County Judge
DATE: June 14,2013
RE: Item 21 on June 18, 2013 Agenda

Requests from Penghu County Government in
Taiwan

We recently received a letter (attached) from Wang, Chien-Fa,
County Chief of Peng Hu County in Taiwan requesting that the
Court consider the following:

A. The establishment of a cooperative Sister-County relationship to
share aspects of each County’s culture that might lead to
enhancing the development of the economy, trade, tourism,
science, education and social welfare; and

B. The hosting of a visit of a delegation of Penghu County officials
as the beginning of Travis County’s partnership.

As Travis County has long been recognized as a leader in local
government, establishing such a relationship may prove to be
valuable in re-examining current practices and lead to future
innovations in management and governance for both Counties.



Government of Penghu County

May 21,2013

Travis County, Texas
Honorable County Judge Sam T. Biscoe:

Sherry Wang of “World Journal” was in Taiwan this month. During her stay, she specifically
visited Penghu County. It’s our understanding that she loves both places, Travis and Penghu
Counties, due to their wonderful living environment and their lovely people. She thinks that the
people in our two areas can cooperate and work together for future development. Further, she
suggested that Travis and Penghu Counties should establish a Sister-County type of partnership.

Travis County situates at where the capital of the State of Texas is. We recognize that Travis
County has been a model in management for local governments. This County is also a place of
great developments in culture, economy, trade, science, education, and society welfare. People in
this county emphasize democracy, freedom, and justice and equality.

Penghu County is located in the middle of the Taiwan Strait, an island of tourism which has been
an important resource of Taiwan. It is also identified as a low-carbon area. This County consists
of 90 islands of different sizes, being considered a focal point composed of cultures from the
continent and the surrounding oceans. A famous magazine, ‘Lonely Planet,” has identified
“Penghu” to be one of the 10 great, mysterious islands in the world, because of its excellent
infrastructure, friendly people, and great protection in environment. Also, Penghu has been
selected as a Member of the organization, so called “Most Beautiful Bays in the World.”

This letter expresses our respect and friendship to you, County Judge, other County
Commissioners, and the people in Travis County. We hope, cooperatively, that Travis and
Penghu Counties could have a plan to establish a Sister-County Program. This shall provide a
great opportunity for cooperation and developments in culture, tourism, education, research,
science and technology, and the renewable energy. Travis County may provide the best guidance
to Penghu in various areas, while Penghu County can be an excellent partner of Travis County in
Pacific Asia.

We would expect our two entities, Travis County and Penghu County, create, and establish a
close relationship in the future. Again we express our sincere wishes and respect to the honorable
County Judge and Travis County Commissioners, and the great citizens in Travis County.

Respectfully,
Wang. Chien-Fa

Wang, Chien-Fa
County Chief, Penghu County

County Government, Penghu County
32 Chihping Road, Makung Penhu, Taiwan, R.O.C.
Tel: 886-6-9272300 Fax: 886-6-9264060
Email: hdlid@ms12.hinet.net
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Travis County Commissioners Court

SAMUEL T. BISCOE
County Judge
RON DAVIS BRUCE TODD
Commissioner, Pct. 1 Commissioner, Pct. 2

GERALD DAUGHERTY MARGARET J. GOMEZ
Commissioner, Pct. 3 Commissioner, Pct. 4

Travis County Administration Building, 700 Lavaca St., Commissioners Courtroom, 1st Floor, Austin, Tx 78701

June 18, 2013

Honorable County Chief Wang, Chien-Fa
County Government, Penghu County

32 Chihping Road

Makung Penhu, Taiwan, R.O.C.

RE: Invitation to Visit Travis County, Texas, USA

Dear Honorable County Chief Wang, Chien-Fa:

Thank you for your letter dated May 21, 2013 in which you discuss the
establishment of a Sister-County relationship to develop economic and
business cooperation as well as share aspects of our respective cultures.

On behalf of Travis County, Texas, it is our honor to officially invite a
Penghu County delegation to visit with government, business and
community leaders in Austin, Texas.

Travis County is located in south central Texas and has a population of more
than one million residents. Our county seat is Austin, the capital of Texas.
Additionally, Travis County is home to twenty-two smaller cities.

Our local economy is full of innovative enterprises, such as technology,
digital, media, clean energy and life sciences. The area’s diverse business



climate has provided consistent job growth for some of the world’s most
successful companies, including Dell, Motorola, IBM, Samsung and Applied
Materials. Moreover, thousands of college graduates each year provide a
steady source of employees that help drive our local economy.

With Penghu’s rich history, cultural tourism and strong economy, we are
certain there are countless opportunities for collaboration and exchange.
Please accept our invitation for your delegation to visit Travis County in
2013 or at any time afterwards.

Sincerely,

SAMUEL T. BISCOE

Travis County Judge
RON DAVIS BRUCE TODD
Commissioner, Pct. 1 Commissioner, Pct. 2
GERALD DAUGHERTY MARGARET J. GOMEZ

Commissioner, Pct. 3 Commissioner, Pct. 4
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