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Bruce Todd  
TRAVIS COUNTY COMMISSIONER - PRECINCT 2 
TRAVIS COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
700 LAVACA STREET, SUITE 2.300 
AUSTIN, TX  78701 
 
 
September 10, 2013 
 
To:  Judge Sam Biscoe  
 
CC: Travis County Commissioners Court 
 
From:  Commissioner Todd  
 
RE:  Transportation needs in Precinct 4  
 

 
Southeast Travis County is becoming a hub of activity and growth that has County-wide and regional 
importance. We are realizing this growth through the expansion of the Austin-Bergstrom International 
Airport, the addition of State Highway 130, new home construction, interest from developers to provide 
retail and hotel opportunities, and the international attraction, Circuit of the Americas.  This activity all 
points to a need to address transportation in an area that has an increasing regional presence.   

The proposal recently brought by Commissioner Gomez to the Commissioners Court has reminded us of 
the need to focus on and plan for the transportation needs in Southeast Travis County. In order to do 
this, I propose that we appoint a stakeholder committee with the purpose of developing a roadway plan 
and, more importantly, identifying potential funding sources for that plan.  There is no doubt that COTA 
is an amenity with the ability to generate economic benefits to the region. The County, which has 
responsibility for COTA area roadways, should move forward with the implementation of a hotel-motel 
occupancy that could support infrastructure needs. Other funding sources should also be evaluated.     

Attached to this memo is a list of questions that I would like staff to address in Commissioners Court. 
The answers to these questions can assist us in finalizing objectives for a stakeholder committee. That 
said, I propose that the specific objectives of the working group should be to create a comprehensive 
roadway implementation plan to achieve the following:  

• A recommendation to the Commissioners Court 6 weeks from the inception of the group to 
include, but not be limited to: 

o Best alignments for long-term regional and local benefits   
o Potential phasing to provide immediate and long-term congestion relief for area 

residents 
o Funding sources including the evaluation of motel-hotel taxes  



o Funding and funding partners evaluated on the basis of direct economic benefit based 
on participation on roadway improvements 

o Partner participation including City of Austin 
 

 

As these are Travis County Roadways, the work group should be chaired by Travis County Staff. The 
working group should include senior staff from the following entities:   

• Travis County Transportation and Natural Resources 
• Travis County Planning and Budget  
• City of Austin Transportation Department  
• Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority  
• Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization  
• Texas Department of Transportation Austin District 
 

In closing, I want to thank Commissioner Gomez for bringing this issue forward. I think we can all agree 
that road investments in South Eastern Travis County benefit the County as a whole. I encourage this 
Court to take this step towards addressing the needs of Precinct 4.   

  



Attachment:  
 
Questions for Travis County Staff regarding South East Travis County Roadways 

  
1. Has TNR developed any roadway proposals for the area bounded by SH 130, SH 71, and FM 812? If 

so:  
a. Are maps of these roadways available? 
b. Have preliminary cost estimates been developed?  
c. What considerations (i.e. area population) were taken when creating this plan?  
d. Is there a proposed funding source?  
e. Is there a proposed timeline/schedule for implementation? 

  
2. Has TNR worked with any other regional interests or stakeholders on roadway plans in this area, (ie 

TXDOT, CAMPO, COA, CTRMA)?  What, if any, input was taken into consideration?  

  
3. What roadway alignment does TNR staff recommend for this area, why and how would they be 

phased for implementation?  
  

4. Are there any environmental or engineering concerns of which the Court should be aware relative to 
the construction of roads in this area?   

  
5.    Have there been discussions with land owners about Right-of-Way contribution? 
 
6.     Has County staff analyzed potential utilization numbers beyond major event days?  
 
7.     Has CAMPO been asked to do any projections about new road construction in the impact on 
population and future land-use patterns? 
 
8.    Are there any projections about future value of development in the area around COTA and the 
impact on the County tax base? 
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