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Travis County Commissioners Court Agenda Request

Meeting Date: August 13, 2013

Prepared By/Phone Number: Yolanda Reyes, (512) 854-9106
Elected/Appointed Official/Dept. Head: Leslie Browder, County
Executive, Planning and Budget

Commissioners Court Sponsor: Judge Samuel T. Biscoe

AGENDA LANGUAGE: Consider and take appropriate action on TNR
and County Clerk Fees for FY 2014.

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST AND ATTACHMENTS:
Please see attached documentation

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: Please see attached documentation
ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES: Please see attached documentation

FISCAL IMPACT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: Please see attached
documentation.

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS:

Leslie Browder — Planning and Budget Office, 512-854-9106
Jessica Rio — Planning and Budget Office, 512-854-9106
David Salazar - County Judge’s Office, 512-854-9555

AGENDA REQUEST DEADLINE: All agenda requests and supporting materials should be submitted as
a pdf to the County Judge's office, agenda@co.travis.tx.us by Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. for the next
week's meeting.




PLANNING AND BUDGET OFFICE
TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS

314 W. 11th Street
P.O. Box 1748
Austin, Texas 78767

MEMORANDUM
TO: Members of the Commissioners Court
FROM: Bill Derryberry, Senior Planning and Budget Analyst 7}%}

DATE: August 6, 2013
SUBJECT: TNR Sale of Printed Material Fees for FY 2014

As a part of the annual budget process the County Executive, Transportation & Natural Resources (TNR)
_ has recommended the changes to the Sale of Printed Material fees in the attached memorandum.

PBO supports these requested changes to the Sale of Printed Material fees for TNR.

Once approved, the revenue impact of these changes will be assessed by the County Auditor’s Office
Revenue Section and will be reflected in the Fourth Revenue Estimate. If you have any questions or
comments, please call me at 512-854-4741.

Cc:  Steven M. Manilla, P.E., County Executive, TNR
Carol B. Joseph, Cynthia McDonald, Donna Holt, Isabelle Lopez, TNR
Leslie Browder, County Executive, PBO
Jessica Rio, Budget Director, PBO
Diana Ramirez, Assistant Budget Director, PBO
Daniel Wilson, County Auditor’s Office



TRANSPORTATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
STEVEN M. MANILLA, P.E., COUNTY EXECUTIVE

700 Lavaca Street-5" Floor

Travis County Administration Buliding
PO Box 1748

Austin, Texas 78767

Phone: (512) 854-9383

Fax: (512) 854-4697

August 5, 2013

MEMORANUM

TO: Leslie Browder, County Executive

Planning and Budget Office
FROM: Steven ﬁ L%?% .E., gounty Executive
RE: FY2014 TNR Fee Schedule
We are requesting that the updated TNR fee schedule be included as part of the budget approval process.
Revisions have been made to the section under the Sale of Printed Material including the Aerial, Atlas,
- and Flood Maps. These changes will bring the fee schedule current with TNR business and reflect

allowable fees in accordance with statues in the Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 70, and the Texas
Government Code: Chapter 552, Public Information.

Below is the proposed replacement for the Sale of Printed Material section, including open records fee
changes and code references. '

FY14 TNR FEE SCHEDULE - SALE OF PRINTED MATERIAL

Fee Description Current Fee Proposed Fee Code Citations
Standard paper copy $.12 per page $.10 per copy Reduction | TAC 70.3
to align with code TAC 70.9
Large/Oversized Copy $0.62 per sheet $0.50 per copy Reduction | TAC 70.3 (b)(2)(L)
(maps, plats,11x17) to align with code TAC 70.1 (2) (L)
CD (CD-R, CD-RW) - NA $1.00 per disk TAC 70.3 (b)(2)(E.F)
Materials Add this fee :
DVD - Materials N/A $3.00 per disk TAC 70.3 (b)(2)G)
Add this fee
Labor N/A $15.00 per hour TAC 70.3 (d)(1)
Add this fee
Overhead — Labor N/A 20% of Labor Fee TAC 70.3 (e)
Add this fee
Remote Document N/A Actual cost per off-site TAC 70.3 (g)
Retrieval vendor contracted fee, if
applicable !
Add this fee
Programming N/A $28.50 per hour TAC 70.3 (c)
Add this fee




Note: TAC Title 1, Part 3, Chapter 70 (Office of the Attorney General) replaced TAC Title 1, Part 5,
Chapter 111 (Texas Building and Procurement Commission)

GOVERNMENT CODE

TITLE 5. OPEN GOVERNMENT; ETHICS

SUBTITLE A. OPEN GOVERNMENT

CHAPTER 552. PUBLIC INFORMATION

SUBCHAPTER F. CHARGES FOR PROVIDING COPIES OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

Sec. 552.261. Charge For Providing Copies Of Public Information. (a) The charge for providing a copy
of public information shall be an amount that reasonably includes all costs related to reproducing the
public information, including costs of materials, labor, and overhead. If a request is for 50 or fewer pages
of paper records, the charge for providing the copy of the public information may not include costs of
materials, labor, or overhead, but shall be limited to the charge for each page of the paper record that is
photocopied, unless the pages to be photocopied are located in:

(1) two or more separate buildings that are not physically connected with each other; or

(2) aremote storage facility.

(b) If the charge for providing a copy of public information includes costs of labor, the requestor may
require the governmental body's officer for public information or the officer's agent to provide the
requestor with a written statement as to the amount of time that was required to produce and provide the
copy. The statement must be signed by the officer for public information or the officer's agent and the
officer’s or the agent's name must be typed or legibly printed below the signature. A charge may not be
imposed for providing the written statement to the requestor.

(c) For purposes of Subsection (a), a connection of two buildings by a-covered or open sidewalk, an
elevated or underground passageway, or a similar facility is insufficient to cause the buildings to be
considered separate buildings.

(d) Charges for providing a copy of public information are considered to accrue at the time the
governmental body advises the requestor that the copy is available on payment of the applicable charges.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg,, ch. 268, Sec. 1, ff. Sept. 1, 1993. Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg,,
ch. 1035, Sec. 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1231, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1319, Sec. 14, eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,
2003.

Sec. 552.262. Rules Of The Attorney General. (a) The attorney general shall adopt rules for use by each
governmental body in determining charges for providing copies of public information under this
subchapter and in determining the charge, deposit, or bond required for making public information that
exists in a paper record available for inspection as authorized by Sections 552.271(c) and (d). The rules
adopted by the attorney general shall be used by each governmental body in determining charges for
providing copies of public information and in determining the charge, deposit, or bond required for
making public information that exists in a paper record available for inspection, except to the extent that
other law provides for charges for specific kinds of public information. The charges for providing copies
of public information may not be excessive and may not exceed the actual cost of producing the
information or for making public information that exists in a paper record available for ingpection. A
governmental body, other than an agency of state government, may determine its own charges for
providing copies of public information and its own charge, deposit, or bond for making public
information that exists in a paper record available for inspection but may .not charge an amount that is
greater than 25 percent more than the amount established by the attoney general unless the governmental
body requests an exemption under Subsection (c).

Page 2 of §



(b) The rules of the attorney general shall prescribe the methods for computing the charges for providing
copies of public information in paper, electronic, and other kinds of media and the charge, deposit, or
bond required for making public information that exists in a paper record available for inspection. The
rules shall establish costs for various components of charges for providing copies of public information
that shall be used by each governmental body in providing copies of public information or making public
information that exists in a paper record available for inspection.

(¢) A governmental body may request that it be exempt from part or all of the rules adopted by the
attorney general for determining charges for providing copies of public information or the charge, deposit,
or bond required for making public information that exists in a paper record available for inspection. The
request must be made in writing to the attorney general and must state the reason for the exemption. If
the attomey general determines that good cause exists for exempting a governmental body from a part or
all of the rules, the attorney general shall give written notice of the determination to the governmental
body within 90 days of the request. On receipt of the determination, the governmental body may amend
its charges for providing copies of public information or its charge, deposit, or bond required for making
public information that exists in a paper record available for inspection according to the determination of
the attorney general.

(d) The attorney general shall publish annually in the Texas Register a list of the governmental bodies
that have authorization from the attorney general to adopt any modified rules for determining the cost of
providing copies of public information or making public information that exists in a paper record
available for inspection.

(e) The rules of the attorney general do not apply to a state governmental body that is not a state agency
for purposes of Subtitle D, Title 10.

Added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg,, ch. 268, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993. Amended by Acts 1995, 74th Leg,,
ch. 1035, Sec. 17, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1997, 75th Leg,, ch. 1231, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts
1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1319, Sec. 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1999,

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 329, Sec. 7, eff. September 1, 2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 716, Sec. 6, eff. September 1, 2005.

TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, CHAPTER 70, RULE 70.3
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL — COST OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

(d) Labor charge for locating, compiling, manipulating data, and reproducing public information.

(1) The charge for labor costs incurred in processing a request for public information is $15 an hour. The
labor charge includes the actual time to locate, compile, manipulate data, and reproduce the requested
information.

(2) A labor charge shall not be billed in connection with complying with requests that are for 50 or fewer
pages of paper records, unless the documents to be copied are located in:

(A) Two or more separate buildings that are not physically connected with each other; or

(B) A remote storage facility.

(3) A labor charge shall not be recovered for any time spent by an attomney, legal assistant, or any other
person who reviews the requested information:

(A) To determine whether the governmental body will raise any exceptions to disclosure of the requested
information under the Texas Government Code, Subchapter C, Chapter 552; or

(B) To research or prepare a request for a ruling by the attorney general's office pursuant to §552.301 of
the Texas Government Code.
(4) When confidential information pursuant to a mandatory exception of the Act is mixed with public

information in the same page, a labor charge may be recovered for time spent to redact, blackout, or
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otherwise obscure confidential information in order to release the public information. A labor charge shall
not be made for redacting confidential information for requests of 50 or fewer pages, unless the request
also qualifies for a labor charge pursuant to Texas Government Code, §552.261(a)(1) or (2).

(5) If the charge for providing a copy of public information includes costs of labor, a governmental body
shall comply with the requirements of Texas Government Code, Chapter 552, §552.261(b).

(6) For purposes of paragraph (2)(A) of this subsection, two buildings connected by a covered or open
sidewalk, an elevated or underground passageway, or a similar facility, are not considered to be separate

() Overhead charge.

(1) Whenever any labor charge is applicable to a request, a governmental body may include in the charges
direct and indirect costs, in addition to the specific labor charge. This overhead charge would cover such
costs as depreciation of capital assets, rent, maintenance and repair, utilities, and administrative overhead.
If a governmental body chooses to recover such costs, a charge shall be made in accordance with the
methodology described in paragraph (3) of this subsection. Although an exact calculation of costs will
vary, the use of a standard charge will avoid complication in calculating such costs and will provide
uniformity for charges made statewide.

(2) An overhead charge shall not be made for requests for copies of 50 or fewer pages of standard paper
records unless the request also qualifies for a labor charge pursuant to Texas Government Code,
§552.261(a)(1) or (2).

(3) The overhead charge shall be computed at 20% of the charge made to cover any labor costs associated
with a particular request. Example: if one hour of labor is used for a particular request, the formula would
be as follows: Labor charge for locating, compiling, and reproducing, $15.00 x .20 = $3.00; or
Programming labor charge, $28.50 x .20 = $5.70. If a request requires one hour of labor charge -for
locating, compiling, and reproducing information ($15.00 per hour); and one hour of programming labor
charge ($28.50 per hour), the combined overhead would be: $15.00 + $28.50 = $43.50 x .20 = $8.70.

(8) Remote document retrieval charge.

(1) Due to limited on-site capacity of storage documents, it is frequently necessary to store information
that is not in current use in remote storage locations. Every effort should be made by governmental bodies
to store current records on-site. State agencies are encouraged to store inactive or non-current records
with the Texas State Library and Archives Commission. To the extent that the retrieval of documents
results in a charge to comply with a request, it is permissible to recover costs of such services for requests
that qualify for labor charges under current law. :

(2) If a governmental body has a contract with a commercial records storage company, whereby the
private company charges a fee to locate, retricve, deliver, and return to storage the needed record(s), no
additional labor charge shall be factored in for time spent locating documents at the storage location by
the private company's personnel. If after delivery to the ‘governmental body, the boxes must still be
searched for records that are responsive to the request, a labor charge is allowed according to subsection
(d)(1) of this section.

(2) Nonstandard copy. The charges in this subsection are to cover the materials onto which information is
copied and do not reflect any additional charges, including labor, that may be associated with a particular
request. The charges for nonstandard copies are:

(E) Rewritable CD (CD-RW)--$1.00;

(F) Non-rewritable CD (CD-R)-$1.00;

(G) Digital video disc (DVD)--$3.00;

TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, CHAPTER 70, RULE 70.1
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL - COST OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

(b) Governmental bodies must use the charges established by these rules, unless:
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(2) They are a governmental body other than a state agency, and their charges are within a 25 percent
variance above the charges established by the Attomey General;

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Isabelle Lopez in Financial
Services at extension 47675.

IL:SMM:il
cc: Carol B. Joseph, TNR
Cynthia McDonald, TNR

Donna Holt, TNR
Isabelle Lopez, TNR
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PLANNING AND BUDGET OFFICE
TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS

314 W. 11th Street

P.O. Box 1748
Austin, Texas 78767
MEMORANDUM
TO: Members of the Commissioners Court
FROM: Bill Derryberry, Senior Planning and Budget Analyst W
DATE: August 6, 2013

SUBJECT: County Clerk Fees for FY 2014

As a part of the annual budget process the County Clerk’s Office has recommended changes and/or
additions to the following fees in this Office related to legislation approved in 83™ Biennial Legislature.

Fee Name ] Legislation | Existing Fee | New Fee | Effective Date
Records Management Fee — Civil HB 1513 $5.00 $10.00 January 1, 2014
Records Management Fee - Probate HB 1513 $5.00 $10.00 January 1, 2014
Electronic Filing Fees — Civil HB 2302 $0.00 $20.00 | September 1,2013
Electronic Filing Fees — Probate HB 2302 $0.00 $20.00 | September 1, 2013
Electronic Filing Fees - Misdemeanor HB 2302 $0.00 $ 5.00 | September 1,2013
Construction Fee-Civil SB 1891 $0.00 $15.00 January 1, 2014
Construction Fee-Probate SB 1891 $0.00 $15.00 January 1, 2014

The related legislation for these fees is attached.
PBO supports these requested changes to the County Clerk fees to be implemented as of the dates indicated.

Once approved, the revenue impact of these changes will be assessed by the County Auditor’s Office
Revenue Section and will be reflected in the Fourth Revenue Estimate. If you have any questions or
comments, please call me at 512-854-4741.

Cc:  Dana DeBeauvoir, County Clerk
Cindy Bohanon, Financial Manager, County Clerk
. Leslie Browder, County Executive, PBO
Jessica Rio, Budget Director, PBO
Diana Ramirez, Assistant Budget Director, PBO
Daniel Wilson, County Auditor’s Office



HB 1513
Signed By the Governor on June 14, 2013

Relating to Temporary Increases in the Records Archive Fees and the Records Management and
Preservation Fees charged by District and County Clerks
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H.B. No. 1513

AN ACT
relating to temporary increases in the records archive fees and the
records management and preservation fees charged by district and
county clerks.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

ARTICLE 1. FEES EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2013

SECTION 1.01. Section 51.305(b), Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) The commissioners court of a county may adopt a district
court records archive fee of not more than $10 [$5] for the filing
of a suit, including an appeal from an inferior court, or a
cross—-action, counterclaim, intervention, contempt action, motion
for new trial, or third-party petition, in a district court in the
county as part of the county's annual budget. The fee must be set
and itemized in the county's budget as part of the budget
preparation process and must be approved in a public meeting. The
fee is for preservation and restoration services performed in
connection with maintaining a district court records archive.

SECTION 1.02. Section 51.317(b), Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) The fees are:

(1) except as provided by Subsection (b-1), for filing
a suit, including an appeal from an inferior court, $50;

(2) for filing a cross-action, counterclaim,
intervention, contempt action, motion for new trial, or third-party
petition, $15;

(3) for issuing a citation or other writ or process not
otherwise provided for, including one copy, when requested at the
time a suit or action is filed, $8:

(4) for records management and preservation, -$10; and

(5) 1in addition to the other fees imposed under this
section, for filing a suit, including an appeal from an inferior
court, or a cross-action, counterclaim, intervention, contempt
action, motion for new trial, or third-party petition, the amount
adopted by the county commissioners court, not to exceed $10 [$5],
for court records archiving.

SECTION 1.03. Section 101.0611, Government Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 101.0611. DISTRICT COURT FEES AND COSTS: GOVERNMENT
CODE. The clerk of a district court shall collect fees and costs
under the Government Code as follows:

(1) appellate judicial system filing fees for:

(A) First or Fourteenth Court of Appeals District

(Sec. 22.2021, Government Code) . . . not more than $5;

(B) Second Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2031, Government Code) . . . not more than $5;

(C) Third Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2041, Government Code) . . . $5;

(D) Fourth Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2051, Government Code) . . . not more than $5;

(E) Fifth Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2061, Government Code) . . . not more than $5;

(E-1) Sixth Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2071, Government Code) . . . $5;

(E-2) Seventh Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2081, Government Code) . . . $5; .

(F) Ninth Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2101, Government Code) . . . $5;

file:///L:/Other%20Revenues/TNR,%20County%20Clerk%20et%20alli/83(R)%20HB%201...

8/5/2013
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(G) Eleventh Court of Appeals District (Sec.

22.2121, Government Code) . . . $5;
(G-1) Twelfth Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2131, Government Code) . . . $5; and
(H) Thirteenth Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2141, Government Code) . . . not more than $5;
(2) when administering a case for the Rockwall County
Court at Law (Sec. 25.2012, Government Code) . . . civil fees and

court costs as if the case had been filed in district court;
(3) additional filing fees:

(A) for each suit filed for insurance contingency
fund, if authorized by the county commissioners court (Sec. 51.302,
Government Code) . . . not to exceed $5;

(B) to fund the improvement of Dallas County
civil court facilities, if authorized by the county commissioners
court (Sec. 51.705, Government Code) . . . not more than $15;

(B-1) to fund the improvement of Bexar County
court facilities, if authorized by the county commissioners court
(Sec. 51.706, Government Code) . . . not more than $15;

(C} to fund the improvement of Hays County court
facilities, if authorized by the county commissioners court (Sec.

51.707, Government Code) . . . not more than $15; and
(D) to fund the preservation of court records
(Sec. 51.708, Government Code) . . . not more than $10;
(4) for filing a suit, including an appeal from an

inferior court:
(A) for a suit with 10 or fewer plaintiffs (Sec.

51.317, Government Code) . . . $50;

(B) for a suit with at least 11 but not more than
25 plaintiffs (Sec. 51.317, Government Code) . . . $75;

. (C) for a suit with at least 26 but not more than

100 plaintiffs (Sec. 51.317, Government Code) . . . $100;

(D) for a suit with at least 101 but not more than
500 plaintiffs (Sec. 51.317, Government Code) . . . $125;

(E) for a suit with at least 501 but not more than
1,000 plaintiffs (Sec. 51.317, Government Code) . . . $150; or

(F) for a suit with more than 1,000 plaintiffs
(Sec. 51.317, Government Code) . . . $200;

(5) for filing a cross-action, counterclaim,
intervention, contempt action, motion for new trial, or third-party
petition (Sec. 51.317, Government Code) . . . $15;

(6) for issuing a citation or other writ or process not

otherwise provided for, including one copy, when requested at the
time a suit or action is filed (Sec. 51.317, Government Code)
$8;

(7) for records management and preservation (Sec.
51.317, Government Code) . . . $10;

(7-a) for district court records archiving, if adopted
by the county commissioners court (Sec. 51.317(b) (5), Government

Code) . . . not more than $10 [&5];

(8) for issuing a subpoena, including one copy (Sec.
51.318, Government Code) . . . $8;

(9) for issuing a citation, commission for deposition,

writ of execution, order of sale, writ of execution and order of
sale, writ of injunction, writ of garnishment, writ of attaéhment, .
or writ of sequestration not provided for in Section 51.317, or any
other writ or process not otherwise provided for, including one
copy if required by law (Sec. 51.318, Government Code) . . . $8;
(10) for searching files or records to locate a cause
when the docket number is not provided (Sec. 51.318, Government

Code) . . . $5;

(11) for searching files or records to ascertain the
existence of an instrument or record in the district clerk's office
(Sec. 51.318, Government Code) . . . $5;

file:///L:/Other%20Revenues/TNR,%20County%20Clerk%20et%20alli/83(R)%20HB%201... 8/5/2013
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(12) for abstracting a judgment (Sec. 51.318,

Government Code) . . . $8;
(13) for approving a bond (Sec. 51.318, Government
Code) . . . $4;

(14) for a certified copy of a record, judgment,
order, pleading, or paper on file or of record in the district
clerk's office, including certificate and seal, for each page or

part of a page (Sec. 51.318, Government Code) . . . not to exceed
$1;
(15) for a noncertified copy, for each page or part of
a page (Sec. 51.318, Government Code) . . . not to exceed $1;
(16) fee for performing a service:
(A) related to the matter of the estate of a
deceased person (Sec. 51.319, Government Code) . . . the same fee

allowed the county clerk for those services;

(B) related to the matter of a minor (Sec.
51.319, Government Code) . . . the same fee allowed the county
clerk for the service;

(C) of serving process by certified or registered
mail (Sec. 51.319, Government Code) . . . the same fee a sheriff or
constable is authorized to charge for the service under Section
118.131, Local Government Code; and

(D) prescribed or authorized by law but for which
no fee is set (Sec. 51.319, Government Code) . . . a reasonable fee;

(17) Jury fee (Sec. 51.604, Government Code)
$30;

(18) additional filing fee for family protection on
filing a suit for dissolution of a marriage under Chapter 6, Family
Code (Sec. 51.961, Government Code) . . . not to exceed $15;

(19) at a hearing held by an associate judge in Dallas
County, a tourt cost to preserve the record, in the absence of a
court reporter, by other means (Sec. 54.509, Government Code)
as assessed by the referring court or associate judge; and

(20) at a hearing held by an associate judge in Duval
County, a court cost to preserve the record (Sec. 54.1151,
Government Code) . . . as imposed by the referring court or
associate judge.

SECTION 1.04. Sections 118.011(b) and (f), Local Government
Code, are amended to read as follows:

(b) The county clerk may set and collect the following fee
from any person:

(1) Returned Check (Sec. 118.0215) not less
than $15 or more than $30

(2) Records Management and Preservation Fee (Sec.
118.0216) not more than $10 [§5]

(3) Mental Health Background Check for License to
Carry a Concealed Weapon (Sec. 118.0217) not more than $2

(f) The county clerk of a county shall, if the commissioners
court of the county adopts the fee as part of the county's annual
budget, collect the following fee from any person:

Records Archive Fee (Sec. 118.025)not more
than $10 [5$5]

SECTION 1.05. The changes in law made by this article apply
only to a fee that becomes payable on or after September 1, 2013, A
fee that becomes payable before September 1, 2013, is governed by
the law in effect when the fee became payable, and the former law is
continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTION 1.06. This article takes effect September 1, 2013.

ARTICLE 2. FEES EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2019

SECTION 2.01. Section 51.305(b), Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) The commissioners court of a county may adopt a district
court records archive fee of not more than $5 for the filing of a
suit, including an appeal from an inferior court, or a

file:///L:/Other%20Revenues/TNR,%20County%20Clerk%20et%20alli/83(R)%20HB%201... 8/5/2013
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cross—action, counterclaim, intervention, contempt action, motion
for new trial, or third-party petition, in a district court in the
county as part of the county's annual budget. The fee must be set
and itemized in the county's budget as part of the budget
preparation process and must be approved in a public meeting. The
fee is for preservation and restoration services performed in
connection with maintaining a district court records archive.

SECTION 2.02. Section 51.317(b), Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:

(b) The fees are:

(1) except as provided by Subsection (b-1), for filing
a suit, including an appeal from an inferior court, $50;

(2) for filing a cross-action, counterclaim,
intervention, contempt action, motion for new trial, or third-party
petition, $15;

(3) for issuing a citation or other writ or process not
otherwise provided for, including one copy, when requested at the
time a suit or action is filed, $8;

(4) for records management and preservation, $10; and

(5) in addition to the other fees imposed under this
section, for filing a suit, including an appeal from an inferior
court, or a cross-action, counterclaim, intervention, contempt
action, motion for new trial, or third-party petition, the amount
adopted by the county commissioners court, not to exceed $5, for
court records archiving.

SECTION 2.03. Section 101.0611, Government Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 101.0611. DISTRICT COURT FEES AND COSTS: GOVERNMENT
CODE. The clerk of a district court shall collect fees and costs
under the Government Code as follows:

(1) appellate judicial system filing fees for:

(A) First or Fourteenth Court of Appeals District

(Sec. 22.2021, Government Code) . . . not more than $5;

(B) Second Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2031, Government Code) . . . not more than $5;

(C) Third Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2041, Government Code) . . . $5;

(D) Fourth Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2051, Government Code) . . . not more than §$5;

(E) Fifth Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2061, Government Code) . . . not more than $5;

(E-1) Sixth Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2071, Government Code) . . . §5;

(E-2) Seventh Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2081, Government Code) . . . §5;

' (F) Ninth Court of Appeals District (Sec.

22.2101, Government Code) . . . $5;

(G) Eleventh Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2121, Government Code) . . . $5;

(G-1) Twelfth Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2131, Government Code) . . . $5; and

(H) Thirteenth Court of Appeals District (Sec.
22.2141, Government Code) . . . not more than $5;

(2) when administering a case for the Rockwall County

Court at Law (Sec. 25.2012, Government Code) . . . civil fees and

court costs as if the case had beén filed in district court;
(3) additional filing fees:

(A) for each suit filed for insurance contingency
fund, if authorized by the county commissioners court (Sec. 51.302,
Government Code) . . . not to exceed $5;

(B) to fund the improvement of Dallas County
civil court facilities, if authorized by the county commissioners
court (Sec. 51.705, Government Code) . . . not more than $15;

(B-1) to fund the improvement of Bexar County
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court facilities, if authorized by the county commissioners court
(Sec. 51.706, Government Code) . . . not more than $15;

(C) to fund the improvement of Hays County court
facilities, if authorized by the county commissioners court (Sec.

51.707, Government Code) . . . not more than $15; and
(D) to fund the preservation of court records
(Sec. 51.708, Government Code) . . . not more than $10;

(4) for filing a suit, including an appeal from an
inferior court:
(A) for a suit with 10 or fewer plaintiffs (Sec.

51.317, Government Code) . . . $50;

(B) for a suit with at least 11 but not more than
25 plaintiffs (Sec. 51.317, Government Code) . . . $75;

(C) for a suit with at least 26 but not more than
100 plaintiffs (Sec. 51.317, Government Code) . . . $100;

(D) for a suit with at least 101 but not more than
500 plaintiffs (Sec. 51.317, Government Code) . . . $125;

(E) for a suit with at least 501 but not more than
1,000 plaintiffs (Sec. 51.317, Government Code) . . . $150; or

(F) for a suit with more than 1,000 plaintiffs
(Sec. 51.317, Government Code} . . . $200;

(5) for filing a cross-action, counterclaim,
intervention, contempt action, motion for new trial, or third-party
petition (Sec. 51.317, Government Code) . . . $15;

(6) for issuing a citation or other writ or process not

otherwise provided for, including one copy, when requested at the
time a suit or action is filed (Sec. 51.317, Government Code)
$8;

(7) for records management and preservation (Sec.
51.317, Government Code) . . . $10;

(7-a) for district court records archiving, if adopted
by the county commissioners court (Sec. 51.317(b) (5), Government

Code) . . . not more than $5;

(8) for issuing a subpoena, including one copy (Sec.
51.318, Government Code) . . . $8;

(9) for-issuing a citation, commission for deposition,

writ of execution, order of sale, writ of execution and order of
sale, writ of injunction, writ of garnishment, writ of attachment,
or writ of sequestration not provided for in Section 51.317, or any
other writ or process not otherwise provided for, including one

copy if required by law (Sec. 51.318, Government Code) . . . $8;

(10) for searching files or records to locate a cause
when the docket number is not provided (Sec. 51.318, Government
Code) . . . $5;

] (11) for searching files or records to ascertain the
existence of an instrument or record in the district clerk's office

(Sec. 51.318, Government Code) . . . 85;

(12) for abstracting a judgment (Sec. 51.318,
Government Code) . . . $8;

(13) for approving a bond (Sec. 51.318, Government
Code) . . . 84;

(14) for a certified copy of a record, judgment,
order, pleading, or paper-on file or of record in the district
clerk's office, including certificate and seal, for each page or
part of a page (Sec. 51.318, Government Code) . . . not to exceed
$1; L

(15) for a noncertified copy, for each page or part of
a page (Sec. 51.318, Government Code) . . . not to exceed $1;

(16) fee for performing a service:

(A) related to the matter of the estate of a
deceased person (Sec. 51.319, Government Code) . . . the same fee
allowed the-county clerk for those services;

(B) related to the matter of a minor (Sec.
51.319, Government Code) . . . the same fee allowed the county
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clerk for the service;

(C) of serving process by certified or registered
mail (Sec. 51.319, Government Code) . . . the same fee a sheriff or
constable is authorized to charge for the service under Section
118.131, Local Government Code; and

(D) prescribed or authorized by law but for which
no fee is set (Sec. 51.319, Government Code) . . . a reasonable fee;

(17) Jury fee (Sec. 51.604, Government Code)
$30;

(18) additional filing fee for family protection on
filing a suit for dissolution of a marriage under Chapter 6, Family
Code (Sec. 51.961, Government Code) . . . not to exceed $15;

(19) at a hearing held by an associate judge in Dallas
County, a court cost to preserve the record, in the absence of a
court reporter, by other means (Sec. 54.509, Government Code)
as assessed by the referring court or associate judge; and

(20) at a hearing held by an associate judge in Duval
County, a court cost to preserve the record (Sec. 54.1151,
Government Code) . . . as imposed by the referring court or
associate judge.

SECTION 2.04. Sections 118.011(b) and (f), Local Government
Code, are amended to read as follows:

(b} The county clerk may set and collect the following fee
from any person:

(1) Returned Check (Sec. 118.0215)not less
than $15 or more than $30

(2) Records Management and Preservation Fee (Sec.
118.0216) not more than $5

(3) Mental Health Background Check for License to
Carry a Concealed Weapon (Sec. 118.0217) not more than $2

(£) The county clerk of a county shall, if the commissioners
court of the county adopts the fee as part of the county's annual
budget, collect the following fee from any person:

Records Archive Fee (Sec. 118.025)not more
than $5

SECTION 2.05. The changes in law made by this article apply
only to a fee that becomes payable on or after September 1, 2019. A
fee that becomes payable before September 1, 2019, is governed by
the law in effect when the fee became payable, and the former law is
continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTION 2.06. This article takes effect September 1, 2019.

ARTICLE 3. CONFLICT WITH OTHER LEGISLATION

SECTION 3.01. To the extent of any conflict, this Act
prevails over another Act of the 83rd Legislature, Regular Session,
2013, relating to nonsubstantive additions to and corrections in
enacted codes.

President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I certify that H.B. No. 1513 was passed by the House on April
12, 2013, by the following vote: Yeas 131, Nays 3, 1 present, not
voting; and that the House concurred in Senate amendments to H.B.
No. 1513 on May 23, 2013, by the following vote: Yeas 143, Nays 1,
2 present, not voting.

Chief Clerk of the House
I certify that H.B. No. 1513 was passed by the Senate, with

amendments, on May 21, 2013, by the following vote: Yeas 27, Nays
3.
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Secretary of the Senate
APPROVED:

Date

Governor
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H.B. No. 2302

AN ACT
relating to signing electronic or digital court documents, to the
electronic filing system established by the Texas Supreme Court, to
the statewide electronic filing system fund, to certain court fees
and court costs, and to recovery of electronic filing fees by taxing
units; imposing and authorizing certain fees.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Chapter 21, Government Code, is amended by
adding Section 21.011 to read as follows:

Sec. 21.011. ELECTRONIC OR DIGITAL SIGNATURE. A -judge or
justice presiding over a court in this state may sign an electronic
or digital court document, including an order, judgment, ruling,
notice, commission, or precept, electronically, digitally, or
through another secure method. The document signed in that manner
is the official document issued by the court.

SECTION 2. Chapter 51, Government Code, is amended by
adding Subchapter I-1 to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER I-1. ELECTRONIC FILING FEE

Sec. 51.851. ELECTRONIC FILING FEE. (a) In this section,
"conviction" has the meaning assigned by Section 133.101, Local
Government Code.

(b) In addition to other fees authorized or required by law,
the clerk of the supreme court, a court of appeals, a district
court, a county court, a statutory county court, or a statutory
probate court ghall collect a $20 fee on the filing of any civil
action or proceeding requiring a filing fee, including an appeal,
and on the filing of any counterclaim, cross—action, intervention,
interpleader, or third-party action requiring a filing fee to be
used as provided by Section 51.852.

(c) TIn addition to other fees authorized or required by law,
the clerk of a justice court shall collect a $10 fee on the filing of
any civil action or proceeding requiring a filing fee, including an
appeal, and on the filing of any counterclaim, cross-action,
intervention, interpleader, or third-party action requiring a
filing fee to be used as provided by Section 51.852.

(d} Tn addition to other court costs, a person shall pay 55
as _a court cost on conviction of any criminal offense in a district
court, county court, or statutory county court.

(e) A court may waive payment of a court cost or fee due
under this section for an individual the court determines is
indigent.

(f) Court costs and fees due under this section shall be
collected in the same manner as other fees, fines, or costs in the
case.

(g) The clerk of a district court, a county court, a
statutory county court, a statutory probate court, or a justice
court shall deposit the court costs and fees collected under this
section in. the appropriate local treasury and remit the court costs
and fees to the comptroller in the manner provided by Subchapter B,
Chapter 133, Local Government Code.

(h) The clerk of the supreme court or of a court of appeals
shall remit the fees collected under this section to the
comptroller.

(i) The comptroller shall deposit the court costs and fees
received under this section to the credit of the statewide
electronic filing system fund established under Section 51.852.

(i)  The comptroller may audit the records of a county
related to costs and fees collected under this section.
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(k) Monev spent from costs and fees collected under this
section is subject to audit by the state auditor.

Sec. 51.852. STATEWIDE ELECTRONIC FILING SYSTEM FUND. (a)
The statewide electronic filing system fund is an account in the
general revenue fund.

(b) Money in the statewide electronic filing system fund may
only be appropriated to the Office of Court Administration of the
Texas Judicial System and used to:

(1) support a statewide electronic filing technology
project for courts in this state;

(2) provide grants to counties to implement components
of the project; or

(3) support court technology proijects that have a
statewide impact as determined by the office of court
administration.

SECTION 3. Subchapter C, Chapter 72, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 72.031 to read as follows:

Sec. 72.031. ELECTRONIC FILING SYSTEM. (a) In this

section:

(1) "Appellate court"” means the supreme court, the
court of criminal appeals, or a court of appeals.

(2) "Electronic filing system”" means the filing system

established by supreme court rule or order for the electronic
filing of documents in courts of this state.

(3) "Electronic filing transaction" means the
simultaneous electronic filing of one or more documents related to
a proceeding before a court in this state.

(4) "Local government"” means a county or municipality.

(b) The office as authorized by supreme court rule or order
may implement an electronic filing system for use in the courts of
this state. i

(c) A local government or appellate court that uses the
electronic filing system may charge a fee of $2 for each electronic
filing transaction if:

(1) the fee is necessary to recover the actual system
operating costs reasonably incurred by the local government or
appellate court to:

(A) accept electronic payment methods; or
(B) interface with other technology information

systems;
(2) the fee does not include an amount to recover local

government or appellate court employee costs, other than costs for
directly maintaining the system;

(3) the governing body of the local government or the
appellate court approves the fee using the local government or
appelléte court's standard approval process for fee increases; and

(4) the local government or appellate court annually
certifies to the office on a form prescribed by the office that the
amount of the fee is necessary to recover the actual system
operating costs incurred by the local government or appellate
court.

{c-1) This subsection and Subsection (c) expire September

1, 2019. .
{(d) A local government or appellate court that uses the

‘electronic filidg system may accept electronic payment methods,
including payments made with credit arnd debit cards.

(e) A governmental entity not otherwise required to pay a
filing fee under any other law may not be required to pay a fee
established under this section.

(f) A court shall waive payment of any fee due under this
section for an individual the court determines is indigent.

SECTION 4. Subchapter B, Chapter 101, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 101.0211 to read as follows:

Sec. 101.0211. ADDITIONAL SUPREME COURT FEES: GOVERNMENT
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CODE. The clerk of the supreme court shall collect a statewide
electronic filing system fund fee of $20 under Section 51.851,
Government Code.

SECTION 5. Subchapter C, Chapter 101, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 101.0411 to read as follows:

Sec. 101.0411. ADDITIONAL COURT OF APPEALS FEES: GOVERNMENT
CODE. The clerk of a court of appeals shall collect a statewide
electronic filing system fund fee of $20 under Section 51.851,
Government Code.

SECTION 6. Subchapter D, Chapter 101, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 101.06118 to read as follows:

Sec. 101.06118. ADDITIONAL DISTRICT COURT FEES: GOVERNMENT
CODE. The clerk of a district court shall collect a statewide
electronic filing system fund fee of $20 under Section 51.851,
Government Code.

SECTION 7. Subchapter E, Chapter 101, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 101.08117 to read as follows:

Sec. 101.08117. ADDITIONAL STATUTORY COUNTY COURT FEES:
GOVERNMENT CODE. The clerk of a statutory county court shall
collect a statewide electronic filing system fund fee of $20 under
Section 51.851, Government Code.

SECTION 8. Subchapter F, Chapter 101, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 101.10116 to read as follows:

Sec. 101.10116. ADDITIONAL STATUTORY PROBATE COURT FEES:
GOVERNMENT CODE. The clerk of a statutory probate court shall
collect a statewide electronic filing system fund fee of $20 under
Section 51.851, Government Code.

SECTION 9. Subchapter G, Chapter 101, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 101.12126 to read as follows:

Sec. 101.12126. ADDITIONAL COUNTY COURT FEES: GOVERNMENT
CODE. The clerk of a county court shall collect a statewide
electronic filing system fund fee of $20 under Section 51.851,
Government Code.

SECTION 10. Subchapter H, Chapter 101, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 101.1411 to read as follows:

Sec. 101.1411. ADDITIONAL JUSTICE COURT FEES: GOVERNMENT
CODE. The clerk of a justice court shall collect a statewide
electronic filing system fund fee of $10 under Section 51.851,
Government Code.

SECTION 11. Subchapter C, Chapter 102, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 102.0415 to read as follows:

Sec. 102.0415. ADDITIONAL COURT COSTS ON CONVICTION IN
DISTRICT COURT: GOVERNMENT CODE. The clerk of a district court
shall collect from a defendant a court cost on conviction of $5
under Section 51.851, Government Code.

SECTION 12. Subchapter D, Chapter 102, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 102.0615 to read as follows:

Sec. 102.0615. ADDITIONAL COURT COSTS ON CONVICTION IN
STATUTORY COUNTY COURT: GOVERNMENT CODE. The clerk of a statutory
county court shall collect from a defendant a court cost on
conviction of $5 under Section 51.851, Government Code.

SECTION 13. Subchapter E, Chapter 102, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 102.082 to read as follows:

. Sec. 102.082. ADDITIONAL COURT COSTS ON CONVICTION IN
COUNTY COURT: GOVERNMENT CODE. The clerk of a county court shall
collect from a defendant a court cost on conviction of $5 under
Section 51.851, Government Code.

SECTION 14. Section 103.027, Government Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 103.027. MISCELLANEOUS FEES AND COSTS: GOVERNMENT
CODE. (a) Fees and costs shall be paid or collected under the
Government Code as follows:

(1) filing a certified copy of a judicial finding of
fact and conclusion of law if charged by the secretary of state
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(Sec. 51.905, Government Code) . . . $15;

(2) cost paid by each surety posting the bail bond for
an offense other than a misdemeanor punishable by fine only under
Chapter 17, Code of Criminal Procedure, for the assistant
prosecutor supplement fund and the fair defense account (Sec.
41.258, Government Code) . . . $15, provided the cost does not
exceed $30 for all bail bonds posted at that time for an individual
and the cost is not required on the posting of a personal or cash
bond;

(3) to participate in a court proceeding in this
state, a nonresident attorney fee (Sec. 82.0361, Government Code)

$250 except as waived or reduced under supreme court rules for
representing an indigent person;

(4) on a party's appeal of a final decision in a
contested case, the cost of preparing the original or a certified
copy of the record of the agency proceeding, if required by the
agency's rule, as a court cost (Sec. 2001.177, Government Code)

as assessed by the court, all or part of the cost of
preparation;

(5) compensation to a referee in juvenile court in
Wichita County taxed as costs if the judge determines the parties
are able to pay the costs (Sec. 54.403, Government Code) . . . as
determined by the judge; and

(6) the expense of preserving the record as a court
cost in Brazos County if imposed on a party by the referring court
or magistrate {(Sec. 54.1111, Government Code) . . . actual cost.

(b) Any fee of $2 charged by a local government or appellate
court for an electronic filing transaction as authorized under
Section 72.031(c), Government Code, shall be collected. This
subsection expires September 1, 20189.

SECTION 15. Section 231.202, Family Code, is amended to -
read as follows:

Sec. 231.202. AUTHORIZED COSTS AND FEES IN TITLE IV-D
CASES. In a Title IV-D case filed under this title, including a
case filed under Chapter 159, the Title IV-D agency shall pay only
the following costs and fees: .

(1) filing fees and fees for issuance and service of

- process as provided by Chapter 110 of this code and by Sections
51.317(b) (1), (2), and (3) and (b-1), 51.318(b) (2), and 51.319(2),
Government Code;

(2) fees for transfer as provided by Chapter 110;

(3) fees for the issuance and delivery of orders and
writs of income withholding in the amounts provided by Chapter 110;

(4) the fee for services provided by sheriffs and
constables, including:

(A) a fee authorized under Section 118.131, Local
Government Code, for serving each item of process to each
individual on whom service is required, including service by
certified or registered mail; and

(B) a fee authorized under Section 157.103(b) for

serving a capias;

(5) the fee for filing an administrative writ of
withholding under Section 158.503(d); .

(6) the fee for issuance of a subpoena as provided by
Section 51.318(b) (1), Government Code; and *

(7) a fee authorized by Section 72.031, Government °
Code, [umder—a—toceat—rute] for the electronic filing of documents
with a clerk.

SECTION 16. Section 231.204, Family Code, is amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 231.204. PROHIBITED FEES IN TITLE IV-D CASES. Except
as provided by this subchapter, an appellate court, a clerk of an
appellate court, a district or county clerk, sheriff, constable, or
other government officer or employee may not charge the Title IV-D
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agency or a private attorney or political subdivision that has
entered into a contract to provide Title IV-D services any fees or
other amounts otherwise imposed by law for services rendered in, or
in connection with, a Title IV-D case, including:
(1) a fee payable to a district clerk for:
(A) performing services related to the estates of
deceased persons or minors;
(B) certifying copies; or
(C) comparing copies to originals;
(2) a court reporter fee, except as provided by
Section 231.209;
(3) a judicial fund fee;
(4) a fee for a child support registry, enforcement
office, or domestic relations office;
(5) a fee for alternative dispute resolution services;
[anet]
(6) a filing fee or other costs payable to a clerk of
an appellate court; and
(7) a statewide electronic filing system fund fee.
SECTION 17. Section 133.058(d), Local Government Code, is
amended to read as follows:
(d) A county may not retain a service fee on the collection
of a fee:

(1) for the judicial fund; [er]

(2) under Sections 14 and 19, Article 42.12, Code of
Criminal Procedure; or

(3) under Section 51.851, Government Code.

SECTION 18. The imposition of a cost of court on conviction
under Section 51.851, Government Code, as added by this Act,
applies only to an offense committed on or after the effective date
of this Act. An offense committed before the effective date of this
Act is covered by the law in effect when the offense was committed,
and the former law is continued in effect for that purpose. For
purposes of this section, an offense was committed before the
effective date of this Act if any element of the offense was
committed before that date. .

SECTION 19. Section 33.48(a), Tax Code, is amended to read
as follows:

{(a) In addition to other costs authorized by law, a taxing
unit is entitled to recover the following costs and expenses in a
suit to collect a delinquent tax:

(1) all usual court costs, including thé cost of
serving process and electronic filing fees;

(2) costs of filing for record a notice of lis pendens
against property; - )

(3) expenses of foreclosure sale;

(4) reasonable expenses that are incurred by the
taxing unit in determining the name, identity, and location of
necessary parties and in procuring necessary legal descriptions of
the property on which a delinquent tax is due;

(5) attorney's fees in the amount of 15 percent of the
total amount of taxes, penalties, and interest due the unit; and

(6) reasonable attorney ad litem fees approved by the
court that are incurred in a suit in which the court orders the
appointment of an attorney to represent the interests of a
defendant served with process by means of citation by publication
or posting.

SECTION 20. Section 33.49(a), Tax Code, is amended to read
as follows:

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), a taxing unit is
not liable in a suit to collect taxes for court costs, including any
fees for service of process and electronic filing fees, an attorney
ad litem, arbitration, or mediation, and may not be required to post
security for costs.
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SECTION 21. (a) Section 51.607, Government Code, does not
apply to the imposition of a fee assessed under:
(1) Section 51.851, Government Code, as added by this

Act;

(2) Section 101.0211, Government Code, as added by
this Act;

(3) Section 101.0411, Government Code, as added by
this Act;

(4) Section 101.06118, Government Code, as added by
this Act;

(5) Section 101.08117, Government Code, as added by
this Act:;

(6) Section 101.10116, Government Code, as added by
this Act;

(7) Section 101.12126, Government Code, as added by
this Act;

(8) Section 101.1411, Government Code, as added by
this Act;

(9) Section 102.0415, Government Code, as added by
this Act;

(10) Section 102.0615, Government Code, as added by
this Act; or

(11) Section 102.082, Government Code, as added by
this Act.

(b) The changes in law made by this Act apply only to a fee
that becomes payable on or after September 1, 2013. A fee that
becomes payable before that date is governed by the law in effect
when the fee became payable, and the former law is continued in
effect for that purpose.

SECTION 22. Not later than December 1, 2018, the Office of
‘Court Administration of the Texas Judicial System shall file a
report with the lieutenant governor, the speaker of the house of
representatives, and the presiding officers of the standing
committees of each house of the legislature with jurisdiction over
the judiciary detailing the number of local governments and
appellate courts collecting a fee under Section 72.031(c),
Government Code, as added by this Act, and the necessity of the
local governments and appellate courts to continue collecting the
fee.

SECTION 23. This Act takes effect September 1, 2013.

President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I certify that H.B. No. 2302 was passed by the House on April
26, 2013, by the following vote: Yeas 138, Nays 0, 2 present, not
voting; and that the House concurred in Senate amendments to H.B.
No. 2302 on May 16, 2013, by the following vote: Yeas 141, Nays O,
2 present, not voting.

Chieﬁ Clerk of the House

I certify that H.B. No. 2302 was passed by the Senate, with
amendments, on May 15, 2013, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays
0.

Secretary of the Senate
APPROVED:

Date
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Governor
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S.B. No. 1891

AN ACT
relating to the imposition of an additional fee for filing civil
cases in certain Travis County courts.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Subchapter H, Chapter 51, Government Code, 1is
amended by adding Section 51.709 to read as follows:

Sec. 51.709. ADDITIONAL FILING FEE FOR CIVIL CASES IN
TRAVIS COUNTY. (a) This section applies only to district courts,
probate courts, and county courts at law in Travis County.

(b) Except as otherwise provided by this section and in
addition to all other fees authorized or required by other law, the
clerk of a court shall collect a filing fee of not more than $15 in
each civil case filed in the court to be used for the construction,
renovation, or improvement of the facilities that house the Travis
County civil courts.

(c) Court fees due under this section shall be collected in
the same manner as other fees, fines, or costs are collected in the
case.

(d) The clerk shall send the fees collected under this
section to the county treasurer or to any other official who
discharges the duties commonly assigned to the county treasurer at
least as frequently as monthly. The treasurer or other official
shall deposit the fees in a special account in the county treasury
dedicated to the construction, renovation, or improvement of the
facilities that house the courts collecting the fee.

(e) This section applies only to fees for a 12-month period
beginning October 1, if the commissioners court:

(1) adopts a resolution authorizing a fee of not more

than $15;

(2) adopts a resolution requiring the county to spend
one dollar for the construction, renovation, or improvement of the
court facilities for each dollar spent from the special account
dedicated to that purpose; and

(3) files the resolutions with the county treasurer or
with any other official who discharges the duties commonly assigned
to the county treasurer not later than September 1 immediately
preceding the first 12-month period during which the fees are to be
collected.

(f) A resolution adopted under Subsection {e) continues
from year to year until October 1, 2028, allowing the county to
collect fees under the terms of this section until the resolution is
rescinded.

(g) The commissioners court may rescind a resolution
adopted under Subsection (e) by adopting a resolution rescinding .
the resolution and submitting the rescission resolution to the
county treasurer or to any other official who discharges the duties
commonly assigned to the county treasurer not later than June 1
preceding the beginning of the first day of the county fiscal year.
The commissioners court may adopt an additional resolution in the
manner provided by Subsection (e) after rescinding a previous
resolution under that subsection.

(h) A fee established under a particular resolution is
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abolished on the earlier of:

(1) the date a resolution adopted under Subsection (e)
is rescinded as provided by Subsection (g); or

{(2) October 1, 2028.

(i) The county may make the required expenditure described
by Subsection (e) (2) at any time, regardless of when the
expenditure from the special account occurs.

SECTION 2. Subchapter D, Chapter 101, Government Code, 1is
amended by adding Section 101.06120 to read as follows:

Sec. 101.06120. ADDITIONAL DISTRICT COURT FEES FOR COURT
FACILITIES: GOVERNMENT CODE. The clerk of a district court in
Travis County shall collect an additional filing fee of not more
than $15 under Section 51.709, Government Code, in civil cases to
fund the construction, renovation, or improvement of court
facilities, if authorized by the county commissioners court.

SECTION 3. Subchapter E, Chapter 101, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 101.08119 to read as follows:

Sec. 101.08119. ADDITIONAL STATUTORY COUNTY COURT FEES FOR
COURT FACILITIES: GOVERNMENT CODE. The clerk of a statutory county
court in Travis County shall collect an additional filing fee of not
more than $15 under Section 51.709, Government Code, in civil cases
to fund the construction, renovation, or improvement of court
facilities, if authorized by the county commissioners court.

SECTION 4. Subchapter F, Chapter 101, Government Code, is
amended by adding Section 101.10118 to read as follows:

Sec. 101.10118. ADDITIONAL STATUTORY PROBATE COURT FEES FOR
COURT FACILITIES: GOVERNMENT CODE. The clerk of a statutory
probate court in Travis.County shall collect an additional filing
fee of not more than $15 under Section 51.709, Government Code, in
civil cases to fund the construction, renovation, or improvement of
court facilities, if authorized by the county commissioners court.

SECTION 5. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives
a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, as
provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If this
Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this
Act takes effect September 1, 2013.

President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I hereby certify that S.B. No. 1891 passed the Senate on
May 8, 2013, by the following vote: Yeas 30, Nays 0.

Secretary of the Senate

I hereby certify that S.B. No. 1891 passed the House on
May 22, 2013, by the following vote: Yeas 136, Nays 12, two
present not voting.

Chief Clerk of the House
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Approved:

Date

Governor
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