Item 16

)\ Travis County Commissioners Court Agenda Request

Meeting Date: June 25, 2013

Prepared By/Phone Number: Lori Kennedy, Managing Attorney, OPR,

x47301: Leslie Hill, Managing Attorney, OCR, x47308

Elected/Appointed Official/Dept. Head: Roger Jefferies, County%
Executive Justice and Public Safety, 854-4759

Commissioners Court Sponsor: Samuel T. Biscoe, County Judge

AGENDA LANGUAGE:

RECEIVE UPDATE ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE OFFICE OF
PARENTAL REPRESENTATION AND OFFICE OF CHILD
REPRESENTATION

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST AND ATTACHMENTS:

The Office of Child Representation and Office of Parental Representation,
established in 2009, provide legal representation and social services to
indigent parents and children in CPS cases before Travis County’s civil
district courts. The two offices have an oversight committee with
representation from the Commissioners Court, civil courts, defense bar,
and state Child Protective Services. The oversight committee’s bylaws
direct the two offices to provide an annual update to the Commissioners
Court on their activities.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
No recommendations are being made at this time.

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES:
Please see attached presentation.

FISCAL IMPACT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:

The annual budgets of OPR and OCR are fully funded by Travis County.
Justice and Public Safety, together with PBO and Civil Courts
Administration, will convene a study group in FY 2014 to analyze the
drivers of the civil indigent defense expenditures and the impact that OCR
and OPR are having on that budget.

AGENDA REQUEST DEADLINE: All agenda requests and supporting materials should be submitted as
a pdf to the County Judge's office, agenda@co.travis.tx.us by Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. for the next
week's meeting.
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REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS: N/A
C:

Civil Courts Administration
PBO
OPR/OCR Oversight Committee

AGENDA REQUEST DEADLINE: All agenda requests and supporting materials should be submitted as
a pdf to the County Judge's office, agenda@co travis.tx.us by Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. for the next
week's meeting.
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