
            
 
 
Meeting Date:  March 5, 2013 
Prepared By: Steve Manilla Phone #:  854-9429 
Division Director/Manager:         
 
Department Head/Title:  Steven M. Manilla, P.E., County Executive-TNR 
Sponsoring Court Member:  Commissioner Daugherty, Precinct Three 
       
 
AGENDA LANGUAGE:   
Consider and take appropriate action on the following requests: 
A)  Termination of 2011 Advance Funding Agreement for Voluntary Local 
Government Contributions to Transportation Improvement Projects with No Required 
Match On-System for improvements at intersection of SH71 and US290W 
; and  
B)  Approval of new Advance Funding Agreement for Voluntary Local Government 
Contributions to Transportation Improvement Projects with No Required Match On-
System for improvements at intersection of SH71 and US290W 
In Precinct 3 .  
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST:   
In late 2011 the Court approved an "Advance Funding Agreement for Voluntary 
Local Government Contributions to Transportation Improvement Projects with no 
Required Match On System". The improvements include constructing a modified 
Continuous Flow Intersection at US290W at SH71. The improvements are intended 
to reduce traffic congestion at this intersection resulting in an improved level of 
service. The improvements are temporary in that the effectiveness of them will 
decrease as traffic volumes increase, however they will help to relieve congestion 
until the long term improvements at this intersection are completed or are well 
underway. The funding partners include the County at $1.5M, the City of Austin at 
$4.0M, and TxDOT providing design and construction management services. 
TxDOT has advied that it has become necessary to amend the contract to include 
federal funding participation towards the construction cost. With approval of 
amendment No. 1 the contract will be terminated. Part (B) of this request is the 
replacement contract for the original terminated contract. The responsibilities of the 
County will not change.  The funding will still be fixed at $1.5 mil.  The only revisions 
made were to change from TxDOT's “voluntary" type of contract to one with all of the 
federal provisions since the State will now have a stake in funding the construction of 
the project.  TNR has already delivered its cost share to TxDot where it will be held 
until the new AFA is approved by both parties. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:   
The proposed amendment does not change Travis County's responsibilities or fund 
amount. Staff recommends approval of (A) to terminate the existing AFA, (B) to 
approve a resolution to enter into a new AFA, and (C) to approve a new AFA.  
 
ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES:   
The intersection of SH71 with US290W is one of the most congested intersections in 
the county. TxDOT is currently working to develop and implement long term 
solutions which TxDOT anticipates occurring around 2020 if funding is available. As 
an interim measure to relieve congestion TxDOT will be making several 
improvements including converting the SH71/US290W intersection to a Continuous 
Flow Intersection. The effectiveness of these improvements will degrade as traffic 
volumes increase but they are anticipated to relieve congestion and improve level of 
service for seven to ten years. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:   
The Court approved the use of $1.5M in 2000 bond funds for this project when the 
original AFA was presented for approval in late 2011. The $1.5 million has been 
transferred to TX DoT on Travis County check 1023509. 
 
EXHIBITS/ATTACHMENTS: 
Original AFA 
Amendment #1 to original AFA 
New AFA. 
 
REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS:   
 

Cynthia McDonald Financial Manager TNR 854-4239 
Steve Manilla County Executive TNR 854-9429 
                        
                        
 
CC:    
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RESOLUTION TO ENTER INTO ADVANCE FUNDING AGREEMENT 
WITH TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

TO CONSTRUCT A MODIFIED CONTINUOUS FLOW INTERSECTION 
AT US 290 AND SH 71 

 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Texas Transportation Code Section 222.052, Travis 

County is authorized to contribute funds to be spent by the Texas Transportation 
Commission (the “Commission”) in the development and construction of the public roads 
and state highway system within the County, and the Commission may accept such a 
contribution; 

 
WHEREAS, Travis County and the State of Texas, by and through the Texas 

Department of Transportation (“TxDOT”), entered into an Advance Funding Agreement for 
Voluntary Local Government Contributions to Transportation Improvement Projects with 
No Required Match On-System on December 29, 2011 under which Travis County would 
contribute a fixed participation amount of $1,500,000.00 for construction of modified 
continuous flow intersections at US 290 at SH 71 (the “2011 Agreement”); 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the 2011 Agreement, Travis County has tendered a 

payment of $1,500,000.00 to TxDOT; 
 
WHEREAS, on April 26, 2012, the Commission passed Minute Order 113074 

authorizing the State of Texas, acting by and through TxDOT, to undertake a highway 
improvement project for the construction of modified continuous flow intersections on US 
290 at SH 71 (the “Project”);  

 
WHEREAS, TxDOT has informed Travis County that the Project will now include 

federal funding participation and that TxDOT wishes to terminate the 2011 Agreement and 
replace it with a new contract entitled “Advance Funding Agreement for a Local 
Government Contributions Rehabilitation Project On-System” to add federal funding 
participation to the Project (the “2013 Agreement”);  

 
WHEREAS, just as in the 2011 Agreement, the 2013 Agreement provides that 

Travis County would contribute a fixed participation amount of $1,500,000.00, pursuant to 
43 TEX. ADMIN. CODE sec. 15.52, for construction of the Project; 

 
WHEREAS, the Travis County Commissioners Court finds that the construction of 

modified continuous flow intersections on US 290 at SH 71 would facilitate the movement 
of people, goods, and services in Travis County and would benefit the residents of Travis 
County;  

 
WHEREAS, it is the understanding of the Travis County Commissioners Court that 

the $1,500,000.00 previously paid by Travis County pursuant to the 2011 Agreement will 
be used by TxDOT to fulfill the County’s obligation under the 2013 Agreement to 
contribute a fixed participation amount of $1,500,000.00 for construction of the Project. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, subject to the understanding of the Travis County Commissioners 
Court that the $1,500,000.00 that Travis County has previously submitted to TxDOT 
satisfies the County’s obligation under the 2013 Agreement to contribute a fixed 
participation amount of $1,500,000.00 for construction of the Project, the Travis County 
Commissioners Court hereby authorizes the Travis County Judge to execute the 2013 
Agreement on behalf of Travis County.  
 
 
BE IT SO ORDERED ON THIS _________ DAY OF _____________, 2013. 
 
 
 

By: __________________________________ 
Samuel T. Biscoe, County Judge 

 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Ron Davis, Commissioner    Sarah Eckhardt, Commissioner 
Precinct 1      Precinct 2 

 
 
 
______________________________  _______________________________ 
Gerald Daugherty, Commissioner   Margaret Gómez, Commissioner 
Precinct 3      Precinct 4 
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Travis County TNRCSJ: 0113-08-076 
US 290 at SH 71 

Steve Manilla, P.E. 
Executive Manager 
Travis County 
P.O. Box 1748 
Austin, Texas 78767-1748 

Dear Mr. Manilla: 

Enclosed are two copies of Amendment No. 1 to the Advance funding agreement 
executed on December 29, 2011 for the above referenced project. The project 
consists of constructing a modified continuous flow intersection at US 290 and 
SH 71 in Austin. It has become necessary to amend the contract to include 
federal funding participation towards the construction cost. With this amendment 
No. 1 the contract will be terminated. A new funding agreement with revised 
funding participations and provisions will be sent to the county. 

Please return the two signed and dated documents to my attention for further 
execution. A fully executed agreement will be returned for your records. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (512) 832-7050. Your 
assistance is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

atricia L. Crews-Weight, P.E. 
Director of Design 
Austin District 

Attachments 

cc: Donald Nyland, P .E. 
Christine Connor, P.E. 
Marisabel Z. Ramthun, P.E. 

THE TEXAS PLAN 


REDUCE CONGESTION • ENHANCE SAFETY· EXPAND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY· IMPROVE AIR QUALITY 

PRESERVE THE VALUE OF TRANSPORTATION ASSETS 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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STATE OF TEXAS § 

COUNTY OF TRAVIS § 

ADVANCE FUNDING AGREEMENT 
AMENDMENT #1 

THIS AMENDMENT is made by and between the State of Texas, acting through the Texas 
Department of Transportation, called the State, and Travis County, acting by and through duly 
authorized officials, called the Local Government. 

WITNESSETH 

WHEREAS, the State and the Local Government executed a contract on the 29th of December of 
2011 to effectuate their agreement to provide a modified continuous flow intersection at US 290 and 
SH 71 in Austin; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Austin and Travis County were fully funding the project and the State will now 
participate which will require additional contract provisions; and, 

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to amend that contract; 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual covenants and agreements 
of the parties, the State and the Local Government do agree as follows: 

AGREEMENT 

1. 	Description of Amended Items 

Terminate the contract due to changes in funding participation to include federal funds. 

In accordance with Article 11 of the original contract, the contract will terrninate effective when signed 
by the last party who's signing makes this amendment 'fully executed and after a new advanced 
funding agreement reflecting revised funding participations and provisions is fully executed. 

2. 	Signatory Warranty 
Each signatory warrants that the signatory has necessary authority to execute this agreement on 
behalf of the entity represented. 
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THIS AGREEMENT IS EXECUTED by the State and the Local Government in duplicate. 

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Signature 

Typed or Printed Name 

Title 

Date 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Janice Mullenix 
Director of Contract Services 
Texas Department of Transportation 

Date 
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