
MEMO 
 

 For Your 
Information 

 Action 
Required 

  
 TO: Travis County Commissioners Court 

 FROM: Steven Manilla, County Executive, TNR 

  Deece Eckstein, Coordinator, IGR 

 DATE: Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

 RE: ITEM #28 – Federal Legislation on Truck Weight Limits 
 

SUMMARY AND IGR RECOMMENDATION 
The Coalition Against Bigger Trucks (CABT) has asked the Commissioners 
Court to join them in expressing opposition to federal legislation that 
would raise the truck weight limit on federal highways above the current 
80,000 pounds. Such an increase would significantly enhance the wear and 
tear caused by big trucks to both the federal and to the state and local road 
networks.   
 
TNR and IGR recommend that the Court express its opposition to such 
legislation and that members of the Court send the attached letters to 
Travis County members of the congressional delegation, and adopt the 
attached resolution. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The current weight limit for trucks on the US highway system is 80,000 
pounds (40 tons). According to a government study, one 40-ton truck does 
as much damage to the road as 9,600 cars. Overweight vehicles pose even 
greater problems: a study by the American Association of State Highway 
and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) showed that raising the legal limit 
from 80,000 lbs. to 97,000 lbs. on a 6-axle truck results in 50% more road 
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damage. Additionally, increasing the legal limit to from 80,000 lbs. to 
100,000 lbs. on a 6-axle truck increases the road damage rate by 80%.  
 
Such damage is not limited to the federal highways, of course. These large 
trucks also travel on state and local road network system, where they 
impact local safety and road maintenance expenses. The attached memo 
from Don Ward at TNR describes some of the problems caused by 
overweight trucks.  
 
On November 29, 2011 the Commissioners Court took a position against 
similar proposals to change truck weight limits. At that time, the 
Commissioners Court sent letters to US Senators Kay Bailey Hutchison and 
John Cornyn expressing: 

a) opposition to S. 1450, by Senator Olympia Snowe (R-Maine) that 
would permit states to do “demonstration projects” allowing trucks 
to carry loads up to 100,000 pounds in some circumstances, and  

b) support for S. 876 by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-New Jersey) that 
would require states to enforce the current federal limits on truck 
length and width.   

 
Once again this Congress, legislation has been filed to increase the current 
limit. HR 612 was filed by Congressman Michael H. Michaud (D-Maine) 
seeking to increase weight limits from 80,000 to 97,000 pounds. CABT seeks 
the County’s help in encouraging our congressional delegation to withhold 
support for the new bill.  
 
In 2012, as part of the MAP-21 omnibus transportation legislation, the 
Congress directed the Department of Transportation (USDOT) to 
undertake a two-year study examining the impacts of truck weights on 
highway safety, bridge and pavement damage and modal diversion. CABT 
argues that no congressional action on truck weight limits should be taken 
until the study is released in 2014. 
 
 

http://www.traviscountytx.gov/commissioners_court/minutes/2011/11/vs111129.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d112:1:./temp/~bdL5JK:@@@L&summ2=m&|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d112:1:./temp/~bd70f9:@@@L&summ2=m&|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d113:HR00612:@@@X
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/freight.cfm


Attachments  
1. Draft letters for Travis County members of the Texas congressional 

delegation, for approval and signature by the Commissioners Court, 
February 26, 2013.  

2. Resolution opposing increases in truck weights or lengths operating 
on federal, state and, county and local roads, February 26, 2013. 

3. Memo from Don Ward re impact of truck weight limits on Travis 
County road construction, safety and maintenance issues, November 
16, 2011.   

4. Coalition Against Bigger Trucks, “Bigger Trucks Are Not Greener 
Trucks.”  

 
 
Cc: Don Ward 
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