
AGENDA REQUEST DEADLINE:  All agenda requests and supporting materials should be submitted as 
a pdf to the County Judge's office, agenda@co.travis.tx.us  by Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. for the next 
week's meeting. 
 

 
 
Meeting Date:  February 12, 2013 
Prepared By/Phone Number: Melissa Velasquez, County Judge’s Office 
Elected/Appointed Official/Dept. Head: Samuel T. Biscoe, County Judge 
Commissioners Court Sponsor:  Samuel T. Biscoe, County Judge 
 
AGENDA LANGUAGE: 
CONSIDER AND TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION ON RESOLUTION 
CREATING A TARGETED EMPLOYMENT AREA (TEA) WITHIN TRAVIS 
COUNTY THAT IS COMPRISED OF A PORTION OF THE CITY OF 
PFLUGERVILLE AND ITS EXTRA TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION. 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST AND ATTACHMENTS: 
Pflugerville is attempting to create a Targeted Employment Area (TEA) in 
our City and ETJ for the EB-5 Visa Program.  The Federal Government 
requires the Governor to declare the creation of a TEA.  Governor Perry 
has delegated that authority to Mayors and County Judges. It appears the 
Mayor’s Declaration may be sufficient to create the TEA but since a portion 
of the TEA is located in unincorporated Pflugerville they feel the safer 
course of action is to have your declaration as well.  Attached are the 
letters from the Governor’s Office and the Mayor’s Office for your review. 
 
The resolution from Travis County, included in this packet, has been 
reviewed and revised from the County Attorney’s Office. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
n/a 
 
ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES: 
n/a 
 
REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS: 
Mary Etta Gerhardt, County Attorney’s Office 
John Hille, County Attorney’s Office 
Jessica Rio, Planning and Budget 
Leslie Browder, Planning and Budget 
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RESOLUTION  
CREATING A TARGETED EMPLOYMENT AREA (TEA) 

WITHIN TRAVIS COUNTY THAT IS COMPRISED OF A PORTION OF 
THE CITY OF PFLUGERVILLE AND ITS EXTRA TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the United States Congress has determined that foreign investment and job creation in the 
United States is desirable and necessary to support a free market economy and has created the EB5 Visa 
program to further this goal; and 
 
WHEREAS, under 8 CFR, §204(6)  ("Regulations"), foreign individuals may file a petition to participate 
in establishment of new commercial enterprises in a Targeted Employment Area ("TEA") as an EB-5 
Immigrant Investor; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order for a foreign national to obtain an EB5 Visa, the applicant must undergo a national 
security background check, invest at least $1,000,000 and create at least 10 jobs in the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to 8 CFR, §204(6)(i), and the letter dated October 24, 2011, from Governor Rick 
Perry to Mr. Alehandro Mayorkas, Director, U. S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, City Mayors 
and County Judges have been authorized by the Governor of the State of Texas to certify areas of high 
unemployment to create a TEA (see Exhibit A of this Resolution); and 
 
WHEREAS, Travis County and the City of Pflugerville have determined that job creation and increased 
capital investment in Travis County and the City of Pflugerville and its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction are 
high priorities; and 
 
WHEREAS, a survey was conducted by the International Trade Center at the University of Texas at San 
Antonio, in Pflugerville and its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction, and a certain area ("Area") was determined 
to have unemployment in excess of 150% of the national average; and 
 
WHEREAS, the results and conclusions of the survey conducted by the International Trade Center at the 
University of Texas at San Antonio of unemployment in the Area are hereby accepted as publicly 
available data for Travis County upon which this Resolution is based; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Texas Investment Regional Center is submitting an application to the United States 
Department of Homeland Security division of Citizenship and Immigration to create a Regional Center 
and Targeted Employment Area in that Area in Travis County and the City of Pflugerville and its Extra 
Territorial Jurisdiction for the EB5 Visa program. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TRAVIS COUNTY JUDGE: 
 
That the Honorable Samuel Biscoe, County Judge of Travis County, Texas, finds that: 
 

1. The City of Pflugerville, Texas, includes a population as of this date of more than 20,000; 
and 

 
2.   The description set forth in Exhibit B of this Resolution shows the Area in the Northeast 

Travis County Target Employment Area which is the subject of this Resolution; and  
 
3. According to the study performed by the International Trade Center of the University of 

Texas at San Antonio, as described in Exhibit C of this Resolution, which is hereby certified as publicly 



available data upon which this Resolution is based, the unemployment level in the Northeast Travis 
County Target Employment Area exceeds 150% of the national unemployment level on this day; and 

 
4. Based on the above, the Travis County Commissioners Court approves, and the Travis 

County Judge hereby certifies that the Targeted Employment Area in Northeast Travis County and the 
City of Pflugerville and its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction is a high unemployment area, thus meeting the 
requirements for the creation of a Targeted Employment Area under the Regulations. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Travis County Commissioners Court and the Travis County Judge join the City 
of Pflugerville Mayor in designating the Area as a Targeted Employment Area for purposes of the 
Regulations. 

   
 
APPROVED this the _______ day of  _______, 2013. 
 
TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
 
 

BY:______________________________ 
Samuel Biscoe, County Judge 

 
 

BY: ______________________________  BY: ______________________________ 
Ron Davis, Commissioner    Sarah Eckhardt, Commissioner 
Precinct One      Precinct Two 
 
 
BY: ______________________________  BY: _______________________________ 
Gerald Daugherty, Commissioner   Margaret Gómez, Commissioner 
Precinct Three      Precinct Four 
 
  



EXHIBIT A 
 
 

Letter - Governor Rick Perry 
Authorizing of Mayors and County Judges to 

Certify Areas of High Unemployment to Create a TEA 
 

  













EXHIBIT B 
 

Description of the Target Employment Area 
In the Northeast Travis County 

 
 

  





EXHIBIT C 
 

International Trade Center of the University of Texas at San Antonio Study 
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