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Meeting Date:  December 11, 2012 
 
Prepared By/Phone Number:  David A. Salazar 854-4107 
 
Elected/Appointed Official/Dept. Head:  Sherri E. Fleming,  
County Executive for Health and Human Services and Veterans Service 
 
Commissioners Court Sponsor:  Judge Samuel T. Biscoe 
 
AGENDA LANGUAGE: 
Consider and Take Appropriate Action to Authorize the County Executive of 
Travis County Health and Human Services and Veterans Service 
(HHS&VS) to sign the Comprehensive Energy Assistance Program (CEAP) 
Vendor Agreement. 
 
BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST AND ATTACHMENTS: 
Staff requests that the Court grant signature authority to the Travis County 
HHS&VS’ County Executive for the proposed CEAP Vendor Agreement.  
The form is an administrative requirement from the Texas Department of 
Housing and Community Affairs for the utility vendors receiving CEAP 
assistance. 
 
This agreement contains provisions outlining the utility vendor’s 
responsibilities, such as accepting assistance pledges, not discriminating 
against the client, not interrupting the utility service for the client and 
accepting the payment of the pledge within 45 days from the pledge date.  
Travis County is also requested to provide the assistance payment to the 
vendor within 45 days from the pledge date, determine if the client is a 
certified customer of the vendor, and provide the utility vendor with a list of 
Travis County staff that is designated to make pledges for the clients.  This 
form is routinely signed by the appropriate vendor’s authorized staff person; 
in this case that staff person would be the HHSVS County Executive.  The 
completed forms are effective for a two-year time period and are 
maintained within HHS&VS for monitoring reviews.  
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STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Staff recommends that the Court authorize the County Executive to sign 
the proposed vendor agreement. 
 
ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES: 
Travis County utilizes CEAP funds for direct service assistance, 
administrative costs, case management costs and direct services support 
or outreach.  Travis County’s Health and Human Services & Veterans 
Service administers the grant-funded CEAP program which has provided 
great value and support to the community for the past seventeen years.  
The department coordinates its efforts with community resources such as 
faith-based organizations and other local agencies providing services to 
low-income residents of Travis County to ensure residents will attain the 
assistance they are seeking.   
 
Within the present program year, Travis County has assisted over 1,600 
households in Travis County.  The operation of this grant allows the 
department to provide assistance to clients experiencing energy-related 
hardships and provide case management services to clients utilizing the 
co-payment and, in some instances, elderly/disabled components.  The aim 
of such services, to assist clients in obtaining energy self-sufficiency, is 
consistent with the goal of the Travis County Health and Human Services 
and Veterans Service. 
  
FISCAL IMPACT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
This is an administrative requirement and is needed to maintain compliance 
with the funding source.  This has no fiscal impact on the grant award.   
 
REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS: 
Mary Etta Gerhardt, Assistant County Attorney 
Leslie Browder, County Executive, Planning and Budget Office 
Diana Ramirez, Budget Analyst Sr., Planning and Budget Office 
Nicki Riley, CPA, Travis County Auditor 
Jose Palacios, Chief Assistant County Auditor 
Michelle Gable, Auditor Analyst II, County Auditor’s Office 
Cyd Grimes, C.P.M., CPPO, Travis County Purchasing Agent 
Jim Lehrman, Social Services Director, Family Support Services 














	CEAP Vendor Agreement Agenda Request 121112
	Scanned from a Xerox multifunction device001 (5).pdf



