
Travis County Commissioners Court Agenda Request 


, 

Meeting Date: August 21, 2012 
Prepared By: Stacey Scheffel, Permit Program Manager Phone #: 854-7565 
Division Director/M~: na Bow n, Division Director Development Srvs. 

A 

(/\;: 
Department Head: Steven M. Manilla, P .., County Executive-TNR 

Sponsoring Court Member: County Judge Samuel T. Biscoe 


AGENDA LANGUAGE: Consider and take appropriate action on fee increase 

proposals by the Transportation and Natural Recourses Department for the use of 

the MyPermitNow web-based permitting application. 


BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 

TNR's Permit customers have requested the ability to apply for permits online. They 

al,so want to be able to track permit progress, request inspections, and view permit 

records online. TNR's existing permitting software is not capable of this. 


MyPermitNow is a web-based permitting application that was developed by 

Louisiana's South Central Planning and Development Commission (SCPDC) in 

response to the higher levels of plan review and permit tracking that became 

mandatory in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. In corporation with SCPDC, the Capital 

Area Council of Governments (CAPCOG) is offering MyPermitNow to 'local 

governments within its ten county region. MyPermitNow allows customers to apply 

for permits online and receive automatic phone and/or e-mail alerts at permit and 

inspection milestones. It would allow County staff to do digital plan review and 

mobile field inspections. It allows multiple users to review documents 

simultaneously. The system features real time back-up of records in multiple states. 

In addition to making the permitting process customer friendly, it has the potential to 

streamline every aspect of the County's permitting, enforcement, and platting 

processes from intake to inspection to record keeping. On July 3, 2012 (Item 15), 

Commissioners Court approved the interlocal agreement with SCPDC for the use of 

MyPermitNow for TNR and the Fire Marshal's office. 


MyPermitNow has little to no up front costs. The fee for the service is a flat monthly 

fee based on yearly permit volume. In an average year, the fee for Travis County 

would be $3,166.67 per month or $38,000 per year. TNR proposes to pass the cost 

on to permit customers by increasing fees by $10 an application. In an average 

year, the County could expect $65,000 in revenue to pay for the service and 

equipment upgrades for staff. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATiIONS: 

TNR staff recommends increasing land development related review fees by $10 per 

application in order to recoupe the cost for the use of the MyPermitNow web-based 

permitting system. TNR proposes that the fee increase go into effect November 1, 

2012 to coincide wi,th the expected launch of MyPermitNow for Travis County. 


ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES: 

TNR's Permit customers have requested the ability to apply for permits online. They 

also want to be able to track permit progress, request inspections, and view permit 

records online. TNR's existing permitting software is not capable of this. TNR staff 

has unoffically polled permit applicants and most are willing to pay a small increase 

in land development related fees for a customer friendly web-based permitting 

system. 


FISCAL IMPACT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

MyPermitNow has little to no up front costs. The fee for the service is a flat monthly 

fee based on yearly permit volume. In an average year, the fee for Travis County 

would be $3,166.67 per month or $38,000 per year. TNR purposes to pass the cost 

on to permit customers by increasing fees by $10 per application. In an average 

year, the County could expect $65,000 in revenue to pay for the service and 

equipment upgrades for staff. 


ATTACHMENTS/EXHIBITS: 
Proposed Fee Schedule 

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATIONS: 

Cynthia McDonald Financial Manager TNR 854-4239 
Steve Manilla County Executive TNR 854-9429 
Anna Bowlin Division Director 

Development Services 
TNR 854-7561 

cc: 

Isabelle Lopez Financial Analyst TNR 854-7675 
Julie Joe Assit. County Attny. County Attny. 854-4835 
Stacey Scheffel Permit Program TNR 854-7565 

Manager 

SM:AB:ss 
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TRANSPORTATlON AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

PROPOSED FEE SCHEDULE 


"A"Reside.uiil< l acre 
"A" Residential> I acre 
"8" Residential <: 1 acre 
"8" Resid6iitial> I acre 
Non.Residential (tl4t tee + $135 per Sl,()(}() orConst, Valuation)· 
(he Sf; of the City of A.ustin, lhe applicant pays $55.00 per permit 

tap'plieotionfor Subdivision Constructwn plan NOII-Re$identiai permits. For a/l 

E xistin 
SSO 
S50 

$105 
$105 

$45 

Long Form Plat Applications 

, Plan Reviev 


Non City of Austin ETJ 

~~!)g fee for..£lats 1Q acres Qr less~~lJ.QNES 
Desired Development Zone, no RSMP 
Desired Development Zone, with RSMP 
Drinking Water Protection Zone, no RSMP 
Drinking Water Protection Zone, with RSMP 

~ 	 Final Plat Review 

);> DesiredDeveiOpment Zone. no RSMP 

}- Desired Development Zone. with RSMP 

)- Drinkinlt Wa~ProteCtion Zone, no ~sMP 

)- Drinlcinlt Water Protectien Zone, WithRSMP 

IT ofAUStin E: 

~ 	 Residential Lot Review 

~ Desired Development Zone, no RSMP 

~ Desired Development Zone, with RSMP 

~ Drinking Water Protection Zone. no RSMP 

~ Drinking Water Protection Zone, with RSMP 

~ Non City of Austin ETJ 


~ Construction Inspection - Non City of Austin ETJ only 
> Commercial Lot Review - All ::ore,,, within Travi. ('ollntv 

per application 
per application 
per application 
per application 

Existing 

$46 
$33 
$30 
$17 
$38 

$51 
$36 
S31 

I: OJ: $ 17 

per acre 
per acre 
per acre 
per acre 
per acre 

per acre 
pel 'acre 
per acre 
peracre 

$66 
$47 
$40 
$22 
$54 

$1.25 
$1,600 

per lot 
per lot 
per lot 
per lot 
per lot 

per linear foot 
per plat 

Proposed 
$60 per appliCation 
$60 perllPplication 

$11 5 per application 
$11 5 per application 
155 'er aoolication 

Proposed 

l46 per acre 
$33 per acre 
$30 per acre 
$17 per acre 
$38 per acre 

$IQ+5J per acre 
$10+36 per acre 
$\0+31 per acre 
$10+1 7 per acre 

$66 per lot 

$47 per lot 

$40 per lot 

$22 per lot 

$54 per lot 


$1.25 per linear foot 
$1 
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TRANSPORTATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

PROPOSED FEE SCHEDULE 

"A" Residentia1< 1 acre 

ProPiJsed Land Development Review Fees 

., A" Resi4ential > I acre 
«8" Residential < 1 acre 
"S" 8esidenrial > 1 acre 
Non-Residential (flat tee + $U5 per $1.000 ofConst.Valuation)* 

"In the E.TJ of (he CfIy oj Austin, lhe applicant pays $55.00 per 'per';lit 
rpplication Jor Subdivision Construction plan Non-Residential permits. For all 

SSO 
SIOS 
S10S 

S4S 

per application 
per application 
per application 

er aODlicBtion 

~ 

FEE:"CBARGE 

SSO 

E xistin j: 

per application 

SUBDIVISION FEES 
Long Form Plat Applications 

> 	 Preliminary Plan Review 
>- P~ Fee.tbr :Rlats 10 acres or iess (ALL2 0NESL 
> Desired Development Zone, no RSMP 

> Desired Development Zone, with RSMP 

> Drinking Water Protection Zone, no RSMP 
> Drinking Water Protection Zone. with RSMP 
> N on City of Austin ETJ 

> 	 Final Plat Review 
~. De sired DeVefopment Zone, no RSMP 
~ Desired Development Zone, with RSMP 

> Orinkinll Water Protection Zone, no RSMP 
~ Dr.inking Water Protection Zone, with RSMP 
~_Non City of A!,lstinETJ __ 

> 	 Residential Lot Review 
> Desired Development Zone, no RSMP 
> Desired Development Zone, with RSMP 
> Drinking Water Protection Zone, no RSMP 
> Drinking Water Protection Zone, with RSMP 
> Non City of Austin ETJ 

> C onstruction Inspection - Non City of Austin ETJ only 

> Commercial Lot Review - All areas within Travis County 

$300 
$46 
$33 
$30 
$17 
$38 

=::.. 

$5 1 
S36 
$3 1 
$17 

Existing 

perpJat (rninimumJ~l_' 
per acre 
per acre 
per acre 
per acre 
per acre 

per acre 
per acre 
per acre 
per acre 

__ $40_ oor acre 

$66 per lot 
$47 per lot 
$40 per lot 
$22 per lot 
$54 per lo t 

$1.25 per linear foot 
$1,600 per plat 

Proposed 

~-~ 

_$3 !.L~r ill!!:t (m.i!1i mum fee) 
$46 per acre 
$33 per acre 
$30 per acre 
$1 7 per acre 
$38 	 per acre 

. $1 0+5) per acre 

$ 10+36 per acre 

SIO+31 per acre 

$10+ 17 per acre 


___$10+40 Der acre 

$66 per lot 
$47 per lot 
$40 per lot 
$22 per lot 
$54 per lo t 

$1. 25 per linear foo t 
$1 ,600 Der Dlat 
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TRANSPORTAnON AND NATURAL RESOURCES 


PROPOSED FEE SCHEDULE 


PF;rq'{IfTlON FEECHARGE FEE CHARGE 
SUBDIVISION FEES (continued) E x isting 

Long Form Plat Applications (continued) 
» Construction Review 

» Desired Development Zone, no RSMP per acre + $52 per lot 
» Desired Development Zone, with RSMP 

$40 	 per acre + $52 per lot 
per acre + $29 per lot 

» Drinking Water Protection Zone, no RSMP 
$22 	 per acre + $29 per lot 
$40 	 per acre + $52 per lot per acre + $52 per lot 

» Drinking Water Protection Zone, with RSMP $22 	 per acre + $29 per lot per acre + $29 per lot 
» Non City of Austin ETJ $38 	 per acre + $54 per lot per acre + $54 per lot 

Short Form Plat Applications 

» Final Plat Review (per plat + per lot fee) 


per plat + Sl,;l98 per lot per plat -~ $(298 per lot 
per plat + $826 per lot per plat +$8Q6 per lot 
per pillt + $80'1 per lOt 

lar+ $335 p'er lot 

t _~_____ 

eer pclat + S3.ll.per lot 

Short Form P·lat Applications -Non City of Austin ETJ 
( effective 2110109 for subd,v,sons outside of Ihe City ofA us/in ETJ)

F BasiillatReyjyw - -. ==__ Jl,81Q. .peL.Pl !!l 
» Floodplain Onsite or on Adiacent Boundary Street $144 per plat 
» Density Greater than Surrounding Area $72 per plat 
» Land Use Different than Surrounding Area $72 per plat 
» Variance Require $54 per plat 

Plat Revision Applications 
» 	 Amendments 


»' Desired Developmlmt Zone, no RSMP $720 per lot 

» Desired Development Zone, with RSMF $452 per lot 

". Drinkinj! Water PrQtectiol'f Zone. no RSMP $341 per lot 

» Dr.inkinJ!: Water Protection Zone. with RSMP $124 perlot 

» 	Non City_of Aus~u.l ___........____",""",,___,_______ :"':';
T.il. 1 ___ ~d.O!..J!er lot 

Vacations/Public Utility E asemen.ts 
YacatioJls/RPW. &.Drainaze Easem ents 

DJ'ive\Vay (Curb/Giltter) $55 ~r application 
nri~~3.v (Ru.r,:al) ___ ~~pplication 

Remediation Fees (New fee 12119106) 

» Remove and Reinstall Curb Ramp $3,000 each 
» Remove and Reinstall Drivewav $10,000 each 
» Remove and Install 4' Wide Sidewalk $50 per linear foot 
» Modify Sidewalk $200 each 
» Modify Crosswalk $5,000 each 

:.-	 Desired DevelopmentZOne, no RsMP $150 
:.-	 Desired Development Zone, wilb RSMP $150 
". 	 DriokinJr Water PwtectitlO' Zone, do RSM1' $1 SO 

. »~ Ddnkil:!gj'tatet.1roteelionZooe. \Yith~ $150 

P roposed 

$40 
$22 
$40 
$22 
$38 

$1 60 
$160 
S160· per plat 'I- 1807 
$160 r 

_$2~~JLp~.p:!!:la~

$144 per plat 
$72 per plat 
$72 per plat 
$54 per plat 

$730 per lot 
$462 per lot 
$351 per Lot 
$13.4 per lot 

"$410 Eel lot 

per let 

~.------

per I\Pp/'ica:~ion 
~r_apI>U.cation 

$3,000 each 
$\0,000 each 

$50 per linear foot 
$200 each 

$5,000 each 
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