
Travis County Commissioners Court Agenda Request 

Meeting Date: July 31, 2012 

Prepared By/Phone Number: David A. Salazar 854-41 07 

Elected/Appointed Official/Dept. Head: Sherri E. Fleming, 
County Executive for Health and Human Services and Veterans Service 

Commissioners Court Sponsor: County Judge Samuel T. Biscoe 

AGENDA LANGUAGE: 
Consider and Take Appropriate Action on Request To Ratify County 
Judge's Approval of the Following Regarding the St. John's Promise 
Neighborhood Initiative: 

A. Letter of Support for the Project; and 
B. Memorandum of Understanding with Austin Voices for Education and 

Youth (AVEY). 

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQUEST AND ATTACHMENTS: 
Based on the successes of Harlem Children's Zone, President Obama and 
the Department of Education created a federal initiative to replicate the 
model in up to 20 other cities across the country. The planning projects will 
be supported by $10 million in funding from the 2010 federal budget, 
providing $250,000 planning grants to create the necessary sustainable 
community infrastructure to replicate the successes of HCZ. In subsequent 
years, neighborhoods will be eligible for additional Federal money to 
implement and sustain programming. Local funders will be required to 
match federal funding. 

I n late April, the Federal Request for Proposals (RFP) for planning was 
released. While the local effort was not awarded a planning grant, a 
Steering Committee was created and committed to moving the project 
forward in hopes of securing future Federal funding. Travis County, 
together with residents from the St. John's community, the City of Austin 

AGENDA REQUEST DEADLINE: All agenda requests and supporting materials must be submitted as a 
pdf to Cheryl Aker in the County Judge's office, CheryI.Aker@co.travis.tx.us by Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. 
for the next week's meeting. 
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