
Meeting Date: January 17, 2012 
Prepared By/Phone Number: Roger Jefferies, County Executive, Justice 
and Public Safety 
Elected/Appointed Official/Dept. Head: Roger Jefferies, County Exec., 
Justice and Public Safety 
Commissioners Court Sponsor: Sam Biscoe, Travis County Judge 

AGENDA LANGUAGE: 

RECEIVING BRIEFING ON ACTIVITIES OF: E USTINITRAVIS 
COUNTY HATE CRIMES TASK FORC 

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF REQ T AND ATTACHMENTS: 

The AustinlTravis County Hate Crimes Task Force was officially launched 
on December 15th

, 2010. Conveners included Austin Anti-Defamation 
League, Austin City Council members Sheryl Cole, Laura Morrison, and 
Randi Shade as well as the Community Justice Council led by David 
Escamilla (Travis County Attorney) and Rosemary Lehmberg (Travis 
County District Attorney). More than 70 persons representing 40 different 
organizations/departments participated in that discussion and reached 
consensus to form a local Hate Crimes Task Force initiative. (See 
attached.) 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Staff recommends regular updates to the Commissioners Court on the 
activities of the Hate Crimes Task Force. And on behalf of the Hate Crimes 
Task Force invites participation in their work by any elected or appointed 
officials and Travis County staff. 

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES: 

This is an opportunity to have input into a forum that fosters open dialogue 
about hate and discrimination and strengthens the bonds of our community 

AGENDA REQUEST DEADLINE: All agenda requests and supporting materials must be submitted as a 
pdf to Cheryl Aker in the County Judge's office, CheryI.Aker@co.travis.tx.us by Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. 
for the next week's meeting. 
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