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Resolution 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WHEREAS, an estimated 144,336 (15%) Travis County residents were living in poverty 
in 2008, higher than the national poverty rate of 13%; 
 
WHEREAS, 47,723 (19%) children under the age of 18 in Travis County were living in 
poverty in 2008; 
 
WHEREAS, boys raised in poverty are twice as likely to be arrested and three times as 
likely to be incarcerated; 
 
WHEREAS, girls raised in poverty are five times as likely to bear a child out of wedlock 
prior to the age of twenty-one; 
 
WHEREAS, most researchers and policymakers agree that a family must earn at least 
twice the Federal Income Poverty Guideline, or $42,400 for a family of four in 2009, to 
simply meet basic needs;  
 
WHEREAS, eighty-four percent of Travis County families living in poverty did not 
receive any type of cash assistance and 72 percent of families in poverty did not 
receive food stamps in 2008; 
 
WHEREAS, the demand for services to help individuals and families transition out of 
poverty continues to increase; and 
 
WHEREAS, poverty has many tangible costs for our neighbors and community. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT WE, THE TRAVIS COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS COURT, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2010 
AS 
 

“POVERTY AWARENESS MONTH” 
 
IN TRAVIS COUNTY, AND ENCOURAGE ALL OF OUR CITIZENS TO INCREASE THEIR 
AWARENESS OF POVERTY BY ENGAGING IN ACTIVITIES AND SUPPORTING 
PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO IMPACT AND REDUCE THE EFFECTS OF POVERTY IN 
OUR COMMUNITY. 
 
SIGNED AND ENTERED THIS __________ DAY OF JANUARY, 2010. 
 
 

_______________________________ 
SAMUEL T. BISCOE 
Travis County Judge 

 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
RON DAVIS  SARAH ECKHARDT 
Commissioner, Pct. 1  Commissioner, Pct. 2 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
KAREN L. HUBER   MARGARET J. GÓMEZ 
Commissioner, Pct. 3  Commissioner, Pct. 4 
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