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PROPOSEDPROPOSED 
Office of Parental RepresentationOffice of Parental Representation

The Civil District Judges request that Commissioners’ Court consThe Civil District Judges request that Commissioners’ Court consider ider 
establishing a public defender’s office for parental representatestablishing a public defender’s office for parental representation in ion in 
child protective services (CPS) cases child protective services (CPS) cases -------- called the Office of Parental called the Office of Parental 
Representation.Representation.

This office could be funded using funds allocated to court appoiThis office could be funded using funds allocated to court appointed nted 
attorneys in the Civil Court’s indigent attorney fees lineattorneys in the Civil Court’s indigent attorney fees line--item.item.

In compliance with Section 107.013 of the Texas Family Code, we In compliance with Section 107.013 of the Texas Family Code, we 
believe this proposal would provide quality, efficient legal believe this proposal would provide quality, efficient legal 
representation for primary parents in child abuse and neglect carepresentation for primary parents in child abuse and neglect cases ses 
pending in Travis County by providing early, consistent legal pending in Travis County by providing early, consistent legal 
representation to indigent parents.representation to indigent parents.



Pros:  Arguments in Favor of an Pros:  Arguments in Favor of an 
Office of Parental RepresentationOffice of Parental Representation

Improved quality and consistency of representation due to Improved quality and consistency of representation due to 
smaller number of more qualified attorneys with a supervising smaller number of more qualified attorneys with a supervising 
attorney.attorney.

Office will develop institutional resources and subjectOffice will develop institutional resources and subject--area area 
expertise.expertise.

Office can hire trained support professionals.Office can hire trained support professionals.

Grant for startGrant for start--up costs may be available through the Court up costs may be available through the Court 
Improvement Project.Improvement Project.

The process for closely scrutinizing invoices and continually The process for closely scrutinizing invoices and continually 
striving to stay within budget requires significant resources tostriving to stay within budget requires significant resources to
review and process by the Civil Courts and the County Auditor’s review and process by the Civil Courts and the County Auditor’s 
Office.  This new office would eliminate the burdensome invoice Office.  This new office would eliminate the burdensome invoice 
processing for attorney ad litems who represent the interest of processing for attorney ad litems who represent the interest of 
primary parents.primary parents.







PROPOSEDPROPOSED 
Child Public Defender’s OfficeChild Public Defender’s Office

The Civil District Judges request that Commissioners’ Court consThe Civil District Judges request that Commissioners’ Court consider ider 
establishing a Child Public Defender’s Office that would provideestablishing a Child Public Defender’s Office that would provide children children 
in Child Protective Services (CPS) cases with quality, efficientin Child Protective Services (CPS) cases with quality, efficient legal legal 
representation in child abuse and neglect cases pending in Travirepresentation in child abuse and neglect cases pending in Travis s 
County.County.

This office could be funded using funds allocated to court appoiThis office could be funded using funds allocated to court appointed nted 
attorneys in the Civil Court’s indigent attorney fees lineattorneys in the Civil Court’s indigent attorney fees line--item.item.

In compliance with Section 107.102 of the Texas Family Code, we In compliance with Section 107.102 of the Texas Family Code, we 
believe this proposal would provide quality, efficient legal believe this proposal would provide quality, efficient legal 
representation to children in CPS cases using qualified attorneyrepresentation to children in CPS cases using qualified attorneys who s who 
have subject area expertise, institutional knowledge and experiehave subject area expertise, institutional knowledge and experience nce 
with the CPS dockets in Travis County.with the CPS dockets in Travis County.



Pros:  Arguments in Favor of a Pros:  Arguments in Favor of a 
Child Public Defender’s OfficeChild Public Defender’s Office
Improved quality and consistency of representation due to Improved quality and consistency of representation due to 
smaller number of more qualified attorneys with a supervising smaller number of more qualified attorneys with a supervising 
attorney.attorney.

Office will develop institutional resources and subjectOffice will develop institutional resources and subject--area area 
expertise.expertise.

Office can hire trained support professionals.Office can hire trained support professionals.

Grant for startGrant for start--up costs may be available through the Court up costs may be available through the Court 
Improvement Project.Improvement Project.

The process for closely scrutinizing invoices and continually The process for closely scrutinizing invoices and continually 
striving to stay within budget requires significant resources tostriving to stay within budget requires significant resources to
review and process by the Civil Courts and the County Auditor’s review and process by the Civil Courts and the County Auditor’s 
Office.  This new office would eliminate the burdensome invoice Office.  This new office would eliminate the burdensome invoice 
processing for attorney ad litems who represent the interest of processing for attorney ad litems who represent the interest of 
primary parents.primary parents.







Letter of Support Letter of Support 
from the American Bar from the American Bar 

AssociationAssociation

Date April 29, 2008Date April 29, 2008



ABA LetterABA Letter



Court Improvement Court Improvement 
Program (CIP) GrantProgram (CIP) Grant

Intent to Submit an Application  Intent to Submit an Application  
April 24, 2008April 24, 2008



CIP Notice to ProceedCIP Notice to Proceed



SUMMARY SUMMARY –– CIP GRANTCIP GRANT
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